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For the last two ye~rs, by means of the great­

est straining and effort, I have managed to turn 
out a monthly magazine for those inter&sted in the 
purs,uit of fighting battles with model a:aldiers. 
Frequently badly printed - duplicating machines are 
the devil's own invention - and always ending up 
for below the s tan dar dId e sir e , VI A It G A rm R I fj: N EVl S­
LETTER endeavours to please everyone by printing 
articles 90nnected"with the hobby written by those 
who fill its ranks. 

Now and then an article is sent to me which 
has everything required to mnke it interesting to 
wargamers - but it is too long for the small pages 
oft he WA R G A f!l E R I 8 l'J EfT S LET T E R.. Pi naIl y , I had Q 

folder bulging with these epic works and I had to 
do ~omething about them before" I incurred the very 
righteous wrath of the writers. Hence the idea to 
put out an annual enlr:uged WARGAlViERS NEVlSLETTER to 
be composed of these lengthy articl~s, t6gether 
with bUmerous pictures and illUstrations. It is 
hoped that this blown-up edition will arouse enough 
in t e r.e si; t 0 jus t i f y its reg u 1 arC\' n n tHl. I P U 1') 1 i cat ion. 

Technically, it has ' been a f~r harder job than 
I eVer imagined it could be - apart from typing most 
'of the s 'ixty-odd stencils, it has taken up a ' timed 
39i hours of work nn the duplicating machine} I 
mention this as part excuse for the fact that in 
a few copies reeders will find B page trans~osed 
in the article on the ]1oreign Legion and in others·' 
an illustration hos been inserted the wrong ,vay. 
Both items were soon spotted but not before a few 
copie~ had gone through the machine. 

Thank you for your support# , 

~£~~~~~~~~£!~~£2!~~~~ 
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"I wonder if this French Hussar would convert 

into a Waterloo-period Lifeguard?" 

The author about to embark upon yet another 

war-gaming period! Sbme of the fruits of 

other labours can be seen on the adjacent 

shelves. 



Wfilrgaming and the ama,sSling 
of armies:; w'ith which to fight our 
b a:·t t le sis anD c c Ll})a t ion VJh i c h 
sometime s· seems to me to bear B ' 

remarkable rescemblance to WOMENl 
.This might seem an incredible " 
$I; act em e n t but ref 1 e c t Ll P 0 nit -
the Oppo~ite Sex ar~ reputed to ' 
be ficge, cha-Tming and tantalis.;" 
ing by turn, changeable, acquis:­
it i v e, b e Boll t if L11 t 0 be hOld etc e t f 

l7i:l.':xgamers; and their h obby 
-posffess many of these qua l ities 
ana fa ul t s - w:e a-re fickle jon 

Don Featherstone. ---.'--"""""- - -- ... ..... ~ . . -- ~-. -. .,. 

that we go to enormous: expense 
and trouble to build up an army 
for one s:pectfic period and then, 
On"8 whim or im-pulse, leave it to 
acquir.e dust on the sn e lf whils·t we dash off at 8;:< tangent wit h 
another period. This makes us changeable also and brings US'! 

into eligibility for the title of acquisitive - we jus~ like t o 
mna"Ss" various armies) don 't we? 

To discuss thts one has' to ~tart somewhere agad the b.esrti 
-place is with oneself - because one knows one'~ experiences i n 
this a"'Cquiring b u siness of little fighting men, is consJJious:' of 
one'sc:' mi"stalces and omissions:. In my own ca"s-e, I b'egan by ]f)lum v­
ing for 30mm solid figures of the American Civil WaT period; i n 
a year or sO I had built up quite large armies and two or mor e 
campaigns had been fought. One I s conver.sation and reading ha:b i tS3 
revolved around Gettysburg, Chancellorsville, Grant) Kearney; 
Ba'ttles' and Leaders and Lee's Lieutenants - it a-ll s-eemed ver y 
fascinating and glamorous. 

TJ1:1en a ' la:rtent ambition begarr to raise itshea~:d; I wa:,s ti e d 
very firmly to the era around IB60-1BBO or so - it had mUch t o 
recommend it in that it held the beginnings' of modern war plu~ 
two very illustrative set-tols in America and France upon which 
to bass onets thoughts. Then, it held a coloerful period when 
British troops, shedding their redcoat 's, were bus'ily engwged 
wit h Z u TIu s, A f g han s: A f rid i g:~ F u z zy..:.. Vi U Z z i e san d. 0 the r w.<:l r 1 ike 
natives, in building what has soubsequently become a 'lmost a, dir t y 
word - our Colonies. The rather alfresco, tough, rough and rea dy 
backgroun ~ th~t gave charm to our American CivilWa~ troops 
began to pall; one felt the need for more riolour, more tradit i on 
and· -professionalism. Vlhere could it be found in greater mea-sou r e 
than in the P~ussian Army that fought the French in IB70-71? . 
Ana the French themsel~es, losing a war for'which they turn~d 
out to be ill-preDared, -bhey still' had elan, colour and mass-'e a> 
of fascinating a"tmos'phere that lent itself well to warga:ming. 



Then beg an a hug e prog ramme of m 0 ul ding, cast ing, tra din g 
and buying - Jack SCJ:'uby and the Swedish African Engineers:c h g;d 
va'rious:: line s: of 1870 troops in their lists:' bL1t there were- many 
t hat h'8. d t 0 b e con v e r:t e d 0 rho me - cast fro m ' con v e lrt e d m a s::t e rl:'- ' 
figures. 0:riginally, the s"cheme was to ' have 12 infantry reg- ' 
itnents an d five cavaclry units but this proved far too inadeq U­
ate to cover all the glorious-ly named regiments'that sprang 
into my ]line of viffion~ I had a brignde (two regiments:) of t h e 
Frussian G-uil1'd, ci nd similiarnumbers for the French Imperia,l 
Guard, but what of the Guard .Pus'iliers with th e ir mitre', hats , 
or' ;Guar ,d Zouave 's ' and Ch'ass'eurs to combat th",' P-r.'l'sc; i a n Guar,d 
Jagerri-? Soon; these elite tr ,oops spran g ' ', : t; "',,;-1 :j:- ig ad 'es of 
four r.egiments) infantry units multipli e d i.n li1 8 S i.\JIl 8 alarmin g 
manner - it was seo easY to fall into! 

The Prussians had allieS" - they were in:'! lea:gue with the, 
Bavarians, the Saxons 't the Vl'Urtemburgers,troops from Na'Ssa)u, 
and Brun'swickf the French h8.'d so many colour:ful troop:s-'; in tneilr 
Algerian armies. I just HAD to ' have the FOreign ' Legion, then 
there came ~fd.railleurs Algeriennes, Spohis, Turcos, (I a:J.r-.ead'Y' 
had two regiments of Zouave,s) and Chass'eurs' DIAfrique. There 
w:er-s the ubi q uitous French Marine Fus:d.liers, those ja.:c kS'~of-£f:ill 
-trad~s who did so mUch colonising in Tonkin for example - it 
soon ha~p enad that I had three units of them plus-a: band of 
colourful sailors with'red pom-pomS' om their hatS',;. To cut a 
very long story s,hort - I ended up with 34 infantry regiments 
on each side and JJ5 cavalry regimentsJ 

W'e fought a couple of Franco-Prussian i7ar:s and the Frenc:h 
lost each time 111 strict accordance with history; then we did 
one or two of the battles~ of that war - Spicheren stands out i n 
my memory as a : most successful example of fighting a single 
battle in three or four parts ~vith s~eparate corps laid ' down on 
a very l 'arge S':cnle battlefield. Each Corps: re'S:ult was co-ordin ­
sted to bring the grand result of the bat~le ~ this was a sor t 
of short campuign but on a single map formed of three wargame s 
table~by three -nine tables in all. 

, T-hen came , another yearning, what of my own country; why 
didn't I do ffomething a bout the glorious wars in India and in 
Africa fought in the 1880 period? So I began to form a Briti Sllh 
army of the period - it began with the troops in khaki but that 
8'00n became prosaic so Highland units,' we,r 'e added, then RifJ.:ie 
RegimentsC t and of course, I had to have a Guards Brigade but 
the Grenadier and Coldstream Guards don'~.; look ha,lf so good 1;n 
s:un helm1ll:ets' and bearskins had to be introduced immy forces. 
CaValry werB a favourite 8Tm of mine _ I had Horse Gu a rds an~ 
t ~ e :8 1 u e 8, ~ hen the 16 t h ' and 1 7 t h J.Ja nee r S', the 11'1; h an d the 3 r d 
Hluss-ars-1 the ,Scots Greys, the K.:D.G's and the Bays aIr took 
the i l' p-l a c-a • 

I:t was round abou~ this ' time that I fought off 8" graat 
challenge ' pres-ented to me by that v e teran wargamer of Roman 
anldiers:: - Archie CQss':, Mentioning in a' oareless moment that I 
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I hnd recently been reading about (ana,· \vith T-ony Jla~h., 
w.riting a book on the Firsii Siklh War Of·1846) r ; had become 
very h:terested in these tough vntrriQr·s, who . were traj.lled by 
renegade European officers and who possess.ed a:rtiJjery of asi 
heavier calibre than anyone elase on the continent. So my . 
llkbarians became a home-cast and colourful force of six inf­
antry regiments, each with two European officers (conven·ted 
~rom a French Cuirassier dismounted officer and rboking very 
much like the old Bengal Artillery o~ the perio~). They had ~ 
s tan a a r d c 0 Vel' e d wit 11 A r a b i c sy m b 0 1 s , e a c 11 at an c1 a r d be in g th e 
basic colour of the robes of the regiment. They almo had a n i ce 
littl~ cavrolry regiment of spearmen with white turban~, who were 
officered by Italian Lancer officers of the CUstozza period and 
two b. C' 1l8-cas·t camel regiments:. This waS the first-ever mythical 
a r my I h a a a 0 n e and I got a lot 0 f fun 0 u t . 0 f b e in gab 1. e. t 0 

indul gs myself' as to colours and equipment. Their art~llery was 
very P G ~8rful - four batteries of heavy guns with white offi c er~ 
and thJ~G guns h6ve given the Akbarians an unbeaten record s o 
faT i"r:l ELU1i; 1\ s1.a-J 

d~.L Dn ia], 1i18:ii's:" ne ed Colonial troops· - r had the British 
side alright (strengthened by Indians and SUdanes:e); whilst the 
French had their North African Armies plus their naval force s . 
But the Germans hhd nonthing - sb I was again committed to 
b ui 1 ding up a f orc e from s ·c rat cll. I s::o on had a reg imen t of white:; 
uniformed, s:t:m-helmeted German sailors·; more sailorS3 in landing 
dres~ with rolled blankets and ~un-helmets) then three regiments 
of Marines with awfully long Teutonic names that eSlcape for the 
moment .. They werarnt enough to colonise any part of Easc:f; 1l.sio.:), 
8"0 they wero strengthened with a number· of regiments:'; of German 
S. W.Afri ·can troops in·' broa (lbrimmed hats, together with some unit~; 
of nat ive AS:}<;;aris. The cavalry side of this- force was' built up 
by adding broadbrimmed hats (turned up at one side) to [1"1 lbt of 
surplus:' artillery outriders from some· sets of S.A.E Oivir War 
artillery and Ihabers that I had spare" I also conven.:ted srome 
o the r sin t 0 Jag e r s z U P f e rod e but Ton y B8 t hal way s r U des call s 
the m m 0 uut e d 11 a lie em e n be c a U Be 0 f the i;r s pi ked helm e t s;. 

Now onto the sc~ne come that arbh-disturber and stirrer-up 
of peaceful wargamers:' - Peter Gilder. I had looked at my forces 
and noted the packed shelves, realised that I had far more than 
I would ever be able to Llse at one time (or in anyone year) ana 
SCi'fore a · s'olemn vow thaJG there wo'-S going to be an end to it - no 
more moulding, casting or painting - I was going t6 devote my 
time to using those figures that I had a.lreadi got' But our 
friend Gilder, by his very infectious example, makes onets fing­
er:s: itch to get hold of a brush - and he began by presenting me 
with some f~b u lou~terrairr! features he had mad&~ That made me 
s~·o dis.C0r:.t8;--!~e6 with the terrain that I already had that I wen 
~aving mad and took down my wargames table, completely rebuilt 
:Lt and began to put all my terrain ' on SQuares of hardboard· &0 
that I could bUild up a terrain from a ~ap in~quick time by 



he'd been in(press-ed by the Roman s-oldiers -in 'BEN HURt or s.ome 
other film. In a flash, Archie had flooded ma'with unpainted 
f 1 a t S" 0 fRo man s:o 1 d i a r ff and the ira u xi 1 i it l' i a s ~ tog e t 1.1 e r wit h a1 

most impre::;sive scaled-down chnrt of a RomaIn I,egio.n t1.1a·t opltr 
cons=isted of about ' 908 figurescl I hod to have the Legion Fll.lJviin:: 
Firma or Macedonica or some such name becaus-c Archie himself 
had slJ.ch-and-s·uch a Legion, ])er;eck Guyler had this one, p.]). 
Cbnnett that one - which left only the ones already mentioned 
for meS I regarded these s:hining, iropr::essively positioned and 
numerous" fJa:1; figures with great awe - the oilly time ltd ever 
tried to paint flats:' in the past they 1:180 :::" ; ' (} ked " J}~ul! And, 
there were so many of theml As: I apolog 8~. ct:1~Ll~v m) tt<'~cad to 
Archie at a later date - liThe only way I'll' ever gat around to 
painting up that lot is if I have some relatively serious ill~ 
n e sst h a ti s n ! t painful but k e e J! g:: me in be d' f or a b out six m on t h s,1! 
I s::tilI have them and - Archie, I SVJea'r it - I'll do them one 
dayJ 

Having assembled a British Army I had to have s::omeone f or· 
them to fj.ght .- aton't want them to take on Fr:ance or Prussia 
because, frankly, ~e were sick and tired of fighting with both 
of these countries. So, we had a little gem of a campaign in 
which the Boer~1 in three ~ommandoefs, tried to invade ru Britislli 
province and were repul.sed. It was interesting - Tony Bath got 
a bit . cl1ees:ed-off witb the campaign rule that made him get all 
the c i viI ian san d 1 i v e .81; 0 c k t 0 sa f e t y -b e for e h e c 0 u 1 d fig 11 t me·, 
but those Confederates, . doubling as ' Boer~ s; did quite well. 

When one f~rms a British Army of the 1880 period then one " 
inevitobly'turns ' towards more colourful allies - and by that I 
mean India··J Yes: rnext had to build an Indian ;\rmy - and SiomB 
searching g Ian c e s at Mc Mun n 's book I THE A RF!IIE S OF INJHA T soh owe d . 
roe that there werre about twenty five uni:forms"; that rottracted meJ 
I compromLsed by hflving 12 infantry regiments:" inclucling Ghurka$ 
ancla pack-mule gun team with six regiments of Indian cavalr:y. 
Then I got a Suc1anes-e Vlar bug - and had to have three or four · 
reg i m e 11 t s: 0 f . w hit e - fez z e a i n f [1 n -'G r y 1 e d ' by t rim k hlak i cIa d B r Lt -
i80h officers. Oh, and I nearly forgot - a Camel Corp$), tool 

Someone sent me one of Jack Scrub~rls British Snil'ors:; of ta 
period and, once a,gain, I was a dead dUck - I got hold of two 
lots::: of the standing figure in his cute little straw hat, with 
a un ito f the m a::t 10 e s 101 eel in g; the n had t 0 h a ve a , for ceo f 
Enrine s to go with them. That Naval Landing Party ' is now a:bout 
80 st~ong an~ has a nice little Ga*ling Gun t~am - what about 
8.hips, did I henr someone say - wait a minnte: they came via 
Peter Gilder Qnd I h ;;:~dn It met him at this s:tag e • 

I be g an t 0 rJ c ' k .. uta m 0 s t com pre hen s i vee 0 Ion itt 1 Cam p o':.i gn 
in a country or cont inent called East Asia - it originally !:t:ll 
belonged to the tough~ warlike Akbarian~ back in the 18th and 
~8rlr ~~~h ~9~~ urie~ : ~ut then the' march of prOgreSff broug~t 
the Br~u~sh, l!.r.'ench and, much Inter, the Germans all hungar~l1f 
seeking empires. The " Akbarians were thrust back into a.: littJle 
lan~-hloc1b:e9 l{:LngdOn"l- and then 1" hod to have SOme Akbarians $ 0 
anou er- r~gh1i 1itt e idea struck me. 
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merelylnying them out in J~gsaw fashion. Itamazes me how wi t h 
a tal) i e 8 1 X 5 1 and Ll sin g t err a in - s q li are s -t hat are ill u rt i p'l e s 
6 f 8 il (t h [\ t i 8 , the y are e it her 8 II s:q uri r e 8; -16 II s::q u are go: 0 f 2 I 
s:-quares) one cannot possibly seem to ever'fully cover all the' 
ta'ble .. >topl 80 little pieoes of river, crossToads, long stret­
ches-' of ditch-.lined track and b 'ug-hes, trees, hedges etc a'll 
had to be manufactured to :[it in and cover up the ga:::p-s" The 
end result is an undulating terrain with 10t8 of dead gro~nd 
that has revolutionised our tactics but we often go back : to 
the almosd; bare tal) le top with a mers rdll and track etc" 

In a"cldition to this insicliou8 business, Gilder next' makes 
me tw o river gunboats:, each of which ' will hold forty men - ' sO T 
aE f Ul ly cummittedto makirig and Vlanning terrain and campaigns 
t h a t' in c 1 u del a k e s, r i v e r s , w 11 a r v e 8', and 1 and in g pIa c e i3 for 
lE i;-:" ~ Jvle amphibious attac'ks'. still, they are fun and I wou l d 
n (i ;; :' :' 2) m i s s-edt hem for an y t hi n g J 80, n ow ' vv i t h a II' ~ his lot 
of _l .. ':";;:: s'h, Indian Army, Sudanes'e irregularS', }"Irench .J: oreign 
1er.;tc.':, ; Zouaves, French low-morare conscripts from France; 
P:r:'u :j,-;", ~ , n !',;arines' and sailors, as~karis, German Colonia;l troop s' 
and hssvily Bunned Abarians, we are fighting a busy Coloniml 
CalJlpaign in which the Germans have sent Il'lot of cra'ck line 
regiments' from I~urope to try and wrest some of the Fren,ch . 
territory from them. But, the plot thickens here - because 
whiL:lt ~';o llcte has denuded the Father,land of all but the Guard' 
at l'cdiC,da11 and sundry cava'lry unitg-' dotted about, the other 
co 1.1.:(,1; 1' 1(: 3 7 once allies, have decided to break awa'y froffi'! J?russ-ia 
Hnd f fC ,NO have the ' Southern Confederacy, formed of Bavaria" 
Snx'.);::;y o rJ urtemburg~ Nassau and Brunswick all trying to captu r e 
Be1<L5,r1 b'3fore the Prussians:' can get their line regim.ents:'~ bao:k 
fi~om ]:!],u:t Asia"~ So, we have a European. campaign within a 
Colani n-l Campaign, e8ch of Ilihich is internlependent uponn the 
other ) The beal~ty o:f the situation 11'e s in:' the fact that th e re 
is alwnys a map~contact made somewhere so that a battle i$ 
always brewing - when visiting firemen come thirsting for ac:tion 
we can give them the choice of handling the French against the, 
Prussian Naval DiVision at Ferryv u e or the Akbar:ians,: (and wll 
those damn guns') against the British at Fort VlindSJor. 

I have forg otten to mention a most interesting enrly a .ff;nny ' 
when the British got chas.ed out of India in a rather late Mutiny 
c i r c a' 1 B 7 9. ~r,h ere bell i 0 L1 8 S e p 0 y s (c amp 0 sed of Z 0 U a v e s, T u r cos, 
Bnd generally French Colonial forces with the early nucleuffi of 
By Indian l,rmy) played an ins"iclious part in that even if they 
s.eemed loyal when the battle began, a dice throw of 1 or 2 woul~' 
mean th~,t they turned round and, fought for the enemy aga:inst youl 

A ls~ omitted up to now is the insidious influence of all 
t 1:1 0 ;38 " l~ d e ref. u 11 y c he a pan d va r i e d box e s off i g u res: t urn e d 0 u t 
by !~ ~. "" ;':~ x. I don t tel aim t 0 be e qua 1 t 0 paint in g the s e 20m m 
8 'Q 1. elJ '-'t--, - my eye 8 don Its e e ill t 0 b e a s goo d a s the y we r e j U s:t 
a s PJ~- ,~ ~ ,,;nen <,reem -to be so much yDunger these days - but D. wa's" 
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En"J uy.Jcl t'y -their ohea'Pness and by the variety of position's of 
t h p. .:, g Ll .r e s • Con s e ,q u e n t 1 y, I . e mba I' ked u p 0 n a~ mo d e:r:n soc t - up, 
in ,,," 13 :·. h I had a scaled-clown infantry ba~ttalion' of World Wa=r.c 
Tw'" t ) 1.~u h its' fOllr oompanyrs; oarrier, heavy \w.eapons, a:/tk and 
$l;\ ': .'·; ;7.-t sections et'c. Once ffil.gnin,. another spot of bother a :rose:, 
ih "" t tw, t I got hoI d 0 fan u m b e r 0 f pIa s tic t 2 n Ii: s' a'n d v e h i c 1 ~ s . 
made by Roskopf ancl m3GM in Germany - apparently ' in the right . 
s:c-ale. Then Aijr:fix started bringing out their own well.:..known 
range of plastio kits' of tanks" etc and I found that they £t:r::€ 

much 1L'a:r:ger than the German models-: so I had to make up my mind 
which lot to llSe and which to dump - I still haven It wrr.:ived a:,t .. 
this vital decision and my modern war:g ames are few and far b e t­
ween. I also got involved, in a wild outbursi; ofenthusiam, in 
a p~~j ect to make ~ diorama of the' Trooping of the Oolour, usi­
ng /i :L:':f'.tx Guardsmen and civilians - I intended ' having the s;ame 
numt c.; :'" :)f troo'Ps as a 'ctually take part in the ceremony. Part l y 
be ('<l: ,,", I' recoiled at the thought of trying to convert 20mm 
"\ij "C j, r·o wboys etc into Lifeguards and partly because I tLre d 
a LLL',' ::. nfter-:' painting a red coat on my five h'undred' and' 
fou :c(; :,' ).-[; 'h gUBTdama'u - thiS'· enterprise is a bit s.tillborn. 

::; .··· ting nearer to the pres'ent, the bUs'inessc becomes even 
mo~ ' ~wct± c and it is all really aga'inst my will - but I've n o 
for c~ 0f character where model snldiers and wargames are con~ 
oern:J! I paid one of my anriual pilgrimages to Pete~ Gilder t s: 
pIa, 1[ Lincoln las't August, wher:.e we fought a couple of mo s t 
meri1 ;; :,- '! ; . b American Civil'rIar battles with his Airfix'- Hinton 
Ht)!") ,; ~: ' 1" Gnmmage figures'. Peter converts the most unlikely 
tb,Jr ? .: Hlch as N&(poleonics, into C'ivil War characters - a'nd 
do E.~. ::.':, ' lo st convincingly and ending with a brilliant paint 
job" , :--q ay, in the inter::vals between fighting we got to talk­
ing ~ . _ c ?~ter revealed a hidden obsession t~ fight Napoleonic 
Cam I ':::' ,:.'']. It tied in with a book I had recently been reading 
- J[H ' :ler1s VI EL;GINGTON IN THE PENINSULAR which $eBmed to me 
n·t ti1 " ';'Lme to be almost the i deal volUme upon which to base 
vrarg tj'O': c' ~; because of its s:imple, diagrammatic maps and its very 
comp18i,b lists of the forces involved in the battles:. There is 
also a grent attraction about the Penins:ular - that area of s:ome:: 
of the most glorious battle-honons on regimental colours and 
one that Nnpier has brought to life so vividly. 

l,nyway, Peter and I decided to have R go art thig. period -
painting 20mm figures is beyond me so P~ter (who is a g~utton 
for punishment ~esides being a great painter) offered to pain t 
/\. L L the fig L1 I' e s J T his VI a S ' too goo cl tor e sis t sol b e cam e . co m m-
itted to assemble a small army of the :British and a s:imiliarly 
sized :;: r':::ce of the French':' about eight infantry units' and th!1:'­
ee' cava :' :: 'y, with artillery. With them, Peter and I intend to 
re-figl1 't; the Peninsular straight from Heller I s book - each of 
the battles is: going to be fought simultaneously by the solo 
method, one half of the ba1tle, say the ri~ht flank part, her& 
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i5n Southampton; whilst the other -half - the left flank, is- to, 
be fOLlght with similiarforces by Peter Gilder in Lincoln. We 
t h g~\ eo-ordinate the two results] to"decide" who ~von the battle 
atld. -po iLnts are allotted accordingly. We can ttdo retreats and, 
~d.\i~\\ 6 es in accordance with our ta b le-top results b :ecause they 
mB y not fit in with the actual s~quen6e of events iri the book. 
Th5, s r' Napol ,~onic S'cet-up is', being prepared by Fater at the time 
of writing. 

Next came - a completely new venture - Tony Bath t a lked me 
into this one - but it was my big mouth that firSJt s:tarted a ll 
the trouble! I had been doing a lot of research for a book and' 
T.\! 13cri pt dealing with the English archer -' that incomparab le 
cha't'~ch e r who didn't lose a battle between 1340 atld-l' 429 an d 
wh oS'€. rtJ-ctics changed the face of media·eval warfare. I became 
q L:l i,te...fa sc inat ad with him and men t i one d the fact (luring an 

' An c.;:,e.nl;- wargame at Tony's place. The next thing Il-:.new: I ha d 
or o..e..,Qi,cl 0.. small army of FL"lATS from Tony - and he had ca~ me 
l :aO d t'c..he rst 55 dismounted men-at-arms and S5 mounted, plus::' 
fitg1\:1\::1"'es f or Edward III and the Black Prince! I must admit t ha:t 
it i g ~ost intare£ting painting them and I am enjoying d elv i ng 
into the heraldry of the period - I have divided the archer s 
into six groups',' each of which bear the livery of the King: 
Sir John Chandos, Salis:bury, War\~ick and Northampton, the men­
at- a. :r-m S" beingsimiliarly adorned~ When they are completed, Tony 
ana l a...r e gOing to refight Creoy, POitiers and Agincourt but 
wit t tile; rules s:_uitably adjusted s::-o that the a rchers do not 
hDv ~ tke ~me vitol advantages that they had in real lifei 

, " Iex,\1l1t quite recall how I got involved in the French and 
In,ai~ 'f' Wl, rs of the middl~ of' the 18th century - but I have p a.1d 
fo ): htd:¥ a . flat army of British and French infantry, whils,>t we 
ar e b't<; c '; ically usi-ng my 30mm S'Olt·d 150 s::-:trong Red Indian foroe 
wH,:h' t"':e'fY~ . InCidently, these Indians have had a checkered ca r ­
e e X' ;; _ Aou..b. ling as hillmen, Zlllus, and many other native tribe s::: 
in +-h ~i ·t- time be sioes" winning a great campaign' over the 7th us 
Caval 'l'j wa y back itl our distant wargaming past. 

S':,-'i:1 Ce Christmas a new vista has been spread before me a s 
the direot result of' the researches that I had to do wh~n wri t­
ing books on Naval Wargames and Wargames with ModelAi~craft . 
I now have a longing to do SCOma more of' this sea warfa're, ap a rt 
from the odd affair with triremes and biremes tha~'I have fo ugfu 
as i?tegral parts of Tony Bath's Ancient Campaigns. We hav~ d onB:-' 
one lQa p oleonic battle when in sublime ignorance of what I was: 
d Oi. n,s ) . I exe c uted a perJ~ec-t orossing of the' Tt a!].d won itJ Wow 
r at J:\I\ :plC\nning somG naval additions to my own campaigns':' - using 
h~ 1,,,\!,",ti'1(\ci\e or converted vessels of the 1880 l'eriod. Tbny a nd I 
d J. .9'e.c:I · v~-t"e. c1 tha t the EB',gr-"ewall firm (who made the waClterline model 
sh '~ l':) \Z~it:,$ at- W\1I1 era) h:ad gone out of business so we managed 
t o ct) ':!"'-i"I~:t- the +qcal market and bougp.t up all the g:;hopff1 held. As 
a 'l't;.sV\ ! k of th J. tj we have plans for Hunt:Lng the Ra-l.der and for 
fle at ac tions of our own just as soon as we have oompleted the 



rather ~iddling business of assembling them. 

The second new intGrest lies in these model aircraft I 
have been very interested in the great diveisity and c~eap 
accessibility of "these kits and it seems such a pity not to put 
them to s "ome usel Bob Trimble of California, who has greatly: ' 
aided me in my book on the subject, has pr~opounded snme really: 
colourful and great ideas for usirig mo d el aircra~t ih cooper­
atiom with a ~orld War One set-up~ He has demOnstr~ted how i t 
is possible to use obs-ervation balloons and to alter the whole 
complex tattle situation ·by the Llse of spotter and obser.vati on 
aircraft'l This~' period of early air fighting is quite the most 
colourful time in the short history of aircraft and, once again 
IIVG a shr e1rrd suspicion that I · have got beyond the poi'nt of n 'o 
ieturn with this: idea .. Anyway, I am going to start on BJ small 
STa le by u si ng just one aircraft in a land battle - possibly ru 
Spa d o r S . E.5 for the British and an Alba.tross or Folcker for 
th8 ·Ge ;:'m s.11 s :... which will ascend and des'cend on a s:loping wire 
stretching from the ceiling down to the ~a~'games table and 
then up again to the other end afrhe room. 

And that brings me to " the final change of tempo that has' 
in s i d i 0 L1 sly c rep t up on me • Joe M 0 r s c h aU se r did it t his tim e -
by casually mentioing that our Colonial Campai~ns of 1880 woul~ 
on the same maps and with the same"contestants, trans-fer very 
ens 'ily'to the World War One period. He conjured up victures of 
boiler-plnte armoured c8rs~ motor-cycle combinations with Lewis 
g~ns in the sidecnr, old tanks that stalled every other move -
all being used in a sort of brush-fire jungle affair with a~l 
types of native auxiliaries, irregular cava-lry, German S:U'ilors 
and marines, aiding their coloni~l forces against British forceffi 
formed of Indian troops, etc etc. Ihave been even further sold 
on this because Joe, in Q typical outbUrst of generosity, has 
made me a set of these tanks 2nd armoured cars and shipped the':ffi 
here - so I've got to use them, have'nt I? 

This might nIl add up to nn np])arent mUddle, to a diversity 
of interest:bordering on the incoherent - but that isn't the 
cnse really .. i".ll of these periods and types of waifare have 
~heir own faSCinations, each of them gets a fbir crQ~k of the 
wh ip a nd all of the troops ore used; pat away and brought to 
lig h t again perhaps m6ny dusty months later - b~t they all ge t 
th eiY s hare of combatl If I h~d to do it again, I think ltd 
fol l nw my present practice of not making'huge armies, but form­
in ,:: ::nr:1.i l1er g roups of about 250 infantry, proportionate cavB'l:J:,.:y 
nl, ( ; ~ < :-t jl18ry - i11'this way one can have sufficient tr')opg: to. 
f1 ",::1 :' 1: gt, \:' d battle; by ustng them as 'other formations l they 
CGE u ~ • . ~, tUF t in a campaign and, because they don It take too 
l()Lg "'j,} 'F~ ~T(; mble, it is possible to have the "fidest '\rariety of 
t r o o :p L~ 1)n(l po riods at your command. 

, 1" '18 ~till.got a more than $nealcinp: interest in the Sikh 
Wors - alld live a~ways wanted to do MarlbGris.n CBmpaigns _ oh we ll 
there ' s plenty more painting evertings left, I sup~o~e~ 

\ 





A'NELIJTE FORCE. -------_ ........ 
by.' 

~~!ri~~.!. 

J3erdan t sn Sharpshooters were 'nt line infantry in the usu a 'l 
s:ense of the word; , they did tnt wea 'r the us'ua:l Federal uniformS3, 
~nd they never fought , in the usual"lines, either in fire-fights 
or attacks - which they neVer made. They were speciali&'iii::lwith 
'special w,-eapons, who wcirked upon colour-bearers, officers, art ... · 
i 11 e r y c r e w s ·, and any , one e 1 sew h 0 ' s ' a b s'e nee w 0 U 1 d b e f e 1 t b ao,l y • 

Their uniform was' bas'ically Rifle C.,reen, the leather"' (incl 
.:..uding the leggings,') .wns black, with brass' belt-pla:tes': and butt 
-ons'., :J'he rifles~ which were' even carried by' the officers (as:: 
th e drawir.g s-hows:) were the .52 Sharps breech-loading rifle, 
f :Lr';:';"g n· :L ;UJ, e n Nirt' r·i"dge. They Qa-rried forty shellss in their 
ca'~d:;,. ) ge-,bo xesnnd tue Sha'rpshooters c'allea these "Forty De!:rld 
Me n!l 1"" .Li;~1 g ood ' reason!' 

Take a look at the drawing - the corporal with his back to 
you~ st a nding at the left s'ide, is wearing one of the early, 
elaborate coots". As"-far a's I oan tell, the later coats were 
just plain. The seoond man is wearing the arly grey overooa;t 
n n d h a vel 0 C k 11 at, d r 0 p p e d r aft e r the Sh a r p s h 0 ,0 t e r s · w ere fir e d 
upon by th e ir own 'side. The third and fifth men are w:earing 
the :r (~g ular issue bluE;! overcoats. The, kna'j?s:ooks;- were goatskin , 
with th e hair left on~ Originally,' 0 pl~mewas worn on the 
kepis but it s-oon wore out or w;:1s lost - the bugler is using 
a feather in plac'e o'f the plume. The bayonet laying on the 
ground is not the · type ' us~ed by Berdon I s boys ', they preferred 
the regular, triangulat ~ model. ' 

. ' . 

These troops d-id not fight 8S' a unit, but were broken up 
into small groups and sent wherever their particular tn-lent ~va;s::: 
needed. I think th~t Berdan was: only able to get them all to­
gether (inoluding the"2nd U.S'~Sharpshooters) a couple of time s 
during the entire war. . 

(For those Wnrgamers who delight in having t~~ecialT units 
this one is a very gOOd example of something out of the ordin­
ary .. J3erdan I s Sharpshooters can justifiably take their place 
with similiar units of other forces - sroch as the J3ritish Rifle 
Brig ade ~nd the K.R.R.C, t&e Prussian Jagers Dnd the French 
Cha.s ::-eurs a pied. :B;])ITOH). 
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Cnmel, in ~~iingtD mQchin~gun Ger~an defende~s at the left forq, 
had been downed by MG fire, although it had already done eons1.d­
~ble dcimag~ to tho defenders,. So the Germans wer~ left with' a i r 
aD jram~cy of 1 plane and they promptly u~ed it to work overrthe 
Peerless armoured enr and the S"upporting riflemen" 

It should be'mentioned at this point that MG's in this 
go me h aV e an an ti-D rm'o ur enpa-b i li ty wit h [H'm 0 Ill'-piercing K amn . 
Iri this' 0ay, the triplane shot out the engine of the armoured 
car althtugh it did not knock out it~ gun turrets. It ~as en~ 
ough t .o st op: the Bri ti sh , ad van ee an d, on: the ne xt t L1rn, t ,he 
remaining naval gun finished off the Ga~Q 

, T'6 bring itto fln end, the British aid get acrosS" the riv e r 
on the left .(German) at the' fOTd fin8"llY~ and th er e pL1she'd ol~t 
the'defenders, for6:i.ng them back't owt.. 'cu" -:hei':, rDno Dnd. dump. 
IHdf:'1<::{'-t tho St1 ,:10 ti l:",c 9 CL 3l.1 ~";, lr f {V~ (H' n:f (;" " i,'t:i."HX ""'Ji'l:"'-:"'ine s ' crOsaec1 
the " Y'ighii ford (vlhioh the British 't~8c1 :l,-, f "C!mDr(~t 8c tea) and wi"'; 111 
the help of a: single m'otoryele ma dlirliSgu.n had b8g"n , to PL1·t 
pressttre on the S'l)reacl-oUt Britis,h de fend e rs' of their left flank 
dump. It was" enough t .o cause ~es:it u, tion, a shift of s:ome forces 
and t hi 8" pr 0 v e d fat a loT h e 2-2' h 0 Ll r S3 end E;l dan d, a 's' it was the 
maximum time' without direct S'upply for the Br,itish to s:;us:iiain 
their aiitack, their hopes of victory depariJed'~ 

It is not pretended that this little Qej ion was' tm absol­
ute test of unbalanoed (in n umbers) forc e.~; · >, Cer tainly, the 
German side hOd muoh luck ~nd a good positionl whilst the B~it­
ish SUffered bad luck, es psc ially with the st a lling ofhtheir 
Wh ippet tank and its destruction by flood-waters a~d/~~~1~ice 
in the air action. Headers might feel that Fiddlingham-Smith 
mi Ght have handled his attack in a better way with ' more thought 
to his t~q~ics - but the aotiori d~~s prove that unbalanced 
battles .su:~ possible and are fun it strength of both sides is 
balanced by compensations of one sort or the other. 

The Germans had a fine"defensive line, longer range g 'uns, 
but fewer troops and planes. The British had air superiority, 
t a nks and men but a tough tactical nut to 0~~ck with the terr~ 
a in. T hat the y did n ! t m a k e it i s n 0 S:.1 !: }< <) n t~ 1 (~ l'l - the d ice 
'b o unce funny ways s:ometimes and bring te,,-'L s to tbe eyes of many 
n wa rgamer,' hflrdbitten by many campaigns'i.i Still, the re was a 
balanced-im-baltmc'e of forces.' Dlbalanced War Gam i ng is possible 
a :l d i t c tm [) e . T.1 a del' a the J; , t r u e- t 0 9 1 if e.~ . " 1\ f tel" all, ho w doe s' t hu t 
old S-B W go.. ". II J!"1 or t l1el wan t of a 11 ail • • • .' etc " • 
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· Th~ .French ioreign Legion, w ~ ich brings 
back to many of us little mor8 th~n recolle~ 
-tions of P~C.Wren, :BEAU GEgT:e~} On l i;; a and 
all that, has been fighting almo·s~ contin­
ously since its foundation in 1831, 

With one other long-~ervice Corps d' 
elite - the Infanterie de la Marine - it 
was responsible for almost all of France's 
colonial expansion by force of arms in 
Africa and Indo-China, while the conscript 
army guarded France's ~rontiers at home. 

In addition, the Legion fought in the 
European wars of France - including the 
crimea, the 1870 War with Germany, ~orld 
Wars One and Two (in which their cas-ualt-
ie gc were 80%) - -and in Korea. But it was 
in Mexi~o in 1863 that the Legion won its greate~t battle hon­
ours of all, CAMERONE, *hen a company of s1xty-f1ve men held at 
bay over 2 1 000 Mexican soldier-s - u:1til all the le-gionaires were 
dead, save five severely wounded men. They also were sent to 
Spain to fiGht in the Carlist rars of the mid-19th century -
\'rhcrc t ·heir l03~!r:GS' .... lere 3~500 out of 4,009 non ._ 

:But this article is not entirely about the Foreign LegioR, 
in spite of its- title - it is concerned with all those highly 
colourful regiments, both infantry and cavalry, who formed th~ 
French Armies in North Africa and their other C610ni~1 -possess­
ions during the latte.r half of the last century, For the war­
gamer, the formation of such an army brings- in its · train the 
most fascinating possibilities, besides providing a wealth of 
variety"and colour sufficient to satisfy even the most ar::oent 
paintero Wargames-wise, he will have an army capable of taking 
part in campaigns aGainst the eternal enemy - the Arab,or else 
in mythical Colonial Campaigns' where they will come up a:gainst 
the disciplined troops, and native l evi es, of Great Britain and 
Germany, to name the main two colonial aspirant~ of the period. 

Per~onally, the author has not sought fUrther afield for" 



fDr lmi:Eorm details of his FDreign Legi'Onaires: than the tradi t ­
ional' arid well-known baggy white trDusers, leng-tailed blue 
great-coat and white kepi with neck-j;lrotec~,'Or (knewn s,-ometime s 
and in 'Other fields as a 'Havelock')" White gaiters, with a 
yellen-leather top and large green epaulettes we~e wcrnl 'On h i s 
ba~k the legionaire were ('Or r~therber~) a mest v'Olumineuffi 
pa-ck with blanl~et wrapped arcund it, and tepped with cocking 
ut~nsil~ and messtin. This frightening-Iecking burden will be 
fnmiliar tc students 'Of the French army 'Of the pericd, aa' 
such a prrck was common also ift the French home army and was in 
usee right up t'O W'Orld Vial.' One. , 

'During the early days of the Franco-Pru~sian War in August 
1870, at the battles 'Of Vrerth and VJeis-senburg, the Prussians 

':-Wl;:',l"e'-~u r1}ris-(l'(r to orlcfo\intel' f1'~r c c n nc1 i) orthy fiGhtinc Lo n in 
an unaecn3t Dmed garb o They were the T URCOS - ,three regiments' 
of light' troep~ Dr skirmishers1 Arabs with ash-co16ured CDmp­
lexiDns' - in cDntrast tc the Z'OUAVES who were usually,- Europ­
ea-n. The Turces, whose correct ae8'ignat~_ on is TI'RAILLEURS 
ALGERliEHS', were fir8't raised in 1840 and were a ccrpS'; 'Of nat";;.. 
ive Algeriansf up!:.lrt frcm the war of 1870 and Vtorld Waer Onej 
their s:ervice was- reS'trictec1 to, Nerth Africa. 

They were a waisi;ccat, jacket and baggy treusers 'Of a 
woollen_ materinl, sky blue in celeur - the trcusers' being repl­
a -ced in summer by similiarly shaped garments' in linen'. ' The upp­
er edge o:f the waistcoat wnS" t:r;vimmed with yellow in a broB'd 
fftrip.G going dewn ' g,traight te the middle but usually covered b y 
a sky-blue jacket, trimmed like the waistceat with Mboris:h orn­
amentation on both sides; this was so mnde that it left a hand ­
s'ized 'Oval free. The first regiment"had a red 'Oval; thea::ecend 
wore white and the third wore yellow. The Turcos wore a bread 
red wa-is-tband, en top 'Of wh'1ch was a black leatherr belt. On th e 
left of the ~elt was the bayonet ,in a burnished sheQth, its 
brass handle being cencealed by the white cloth food-bag that 
hung over ito On the right side of th6 belt hung a large 8'old ­
iers flask covered by a sky-blue clcih. alse on this:; s:-ide was-
a small black leather cartridge belt. 

On their feet they wcre black shees covered by a white 
linen l~gging, buttened OIT" their outer sides ana-trimmed at th e 
tep with light brown or leather yellow in colour. Knapgack~ 
were of light brown jackal · skin, tents and capes were relled mil 
fastened to the kna~sacks, on top were ceiliking utensils - ever~ 
s'6cond man carrying a - big ceoking pot and every tenth mtt'n a : huge­
cepper £oeking ves8'el. 

Their officers were French and wore red caps with sky-blue 
8'tipe.s and a s-kY-blue coat with 8 yellow collar. This coat was 
very small nround the hips becoming very wiele and having plea"ts, 
it wa~s single breated and had nine golden butt ens. Their trcuserS' 
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were worn long s'o thai; they Game down onto the boots; they were 
of red w~len fabric and had a broad sky-blue stripe running 
down the outer seam"- they were very wide but became very na r r­
ow a c r 0 sst h e boo t s • 0 f f ice I' s U su a 11 y w 0 I' e the i I' con t s' 0 P en , 
with a sky-blue waistcoat uhderneothl their revolver casewa ~ 
worn on the right-hand side. 

There is often confu~ion between the TUrcos and the ZOUaNeSj 
cBused by the similiarity of their dress; both regiments wor e 
the red chchia cap, short jacket, cummerbund and baggy trous-e rs >, 

EVen the braid on the seams bf the jacket and on the false 
pockets is in the same style. But the Zouaves are yet anothe r 
of these French Colrini~l regiments who acquired a well-won 
~eputation b,oth in North-Africa~ during the Franco-Prussian 
War , and in W'orlc1 Vial' One.. The first Z-o'uave regiment was rai s-
ed for '~he French Army in Algeria in 1831, most of its men'· ~ 
came from 'the Z'oLlDve Berber tribes, but in 1840 the recruit-
of Eurot>eans began. In 1852, three fUrther regiments were f'orm-

. and the Z-ouoves' of the Imperial Guard came ir"to existence in 
1854; their first service outsic1e North Africa was in the 
Crimea where their dashing tac~ics made them firmfavocirites 
with their_English comrades. 

In 1860 a sixth regiment was formed - the Papai Zouaves; 
to be used for service in the Papal States in Italy. After 
the occupation of Rome by Victor Emmanuel II, the regiment 
returned to France and "was disbanded about the time of the 
~ege of Paris in 1871. The reputation earned by the ~ouaves 
was so ~reat and so colourful were they in appearance that 
their name and style of dress was adopted by many kmerican 
regiments- during the CiVil Vial' of 1861-65 - fans of this wa,r 
will know of Dureyea's Zouaves, the L,ouis'iana Zouaves and the 
famed Wheat's Louisiana Tigers who made their baggy breeches 
out of blue-~nd-white , ~tri~ed mattress ticking because of lack 
of a ~u1tDble r~a mater~Dll 

The Z'oU'~ves wore aark blue waistcoats ana jacket~, light 
blue cummerbunds 'ana either baggy red or white ' trousers, the 
former'having blue piping aown the ,outer seam. On their feet 
they wore s-pats- or leggings of the ~me type as the Turcom. 
When the regiments were first formeCl, a green turban was worn 
around the red chchia cap which then had a tassell - blue for 
the :!ioua'Ves, white for the Turcos; about 1870, the turbans 
were changed to white although trumpeters wore red and in 
1914 the early soft hanging cap was replaced by the straigh~' 
sided chechia - the turbans having been . disoOnt1nd&d in 1900. 

In 1'870 there were three regiments, forming part of Mar., ... 
shall McMnhon IS army, they wero almost destroyed at Sea~lU. 
Then they were distingui~hed by the 'Tombo' a piece of cloth 
placeCl on each side of the vest, surrounded by braid; with 
this ~as coupled a distinctive wDy of' wearing their hats. 



Above: Fr-ench Marine 
Infantry fighting in 
Indo-China during the 
1880 t 8". 

~~~i: A group of Freno 
COlonial Inf~ntry from 
North Africa. 

ON THE MARCH IN TUNIS-BY HENRI JACQUIE" 
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Mention hag., alreaelY been made t>fthe Ltbiquitous Fren-ch 
Morine Infantry, - those ja'cks-of-all-irades who diel 8:0 much 
to colonise Indo-Chinri in the 1880's. They are well worth 
in ve st ign t ing an d bringing int 0 one t s \'largame s a rmie s as the-y 
represent yet another of the tough and colourful formations 
about which we-ore talking. They wore a bl.ue tunic, w!hite 
baggy trouserS",' white gaiters ' and had a white haversack on ' 
their left ~ielef wDierbottle on the right Dnd leather'pouch­
es in front. They wore sun-helmet~ ofa khaki colour - very 
probably white when issued but dyed with' coffee - or something 
s:imiliar to render them less: cons-picuous" The general outfit 
can quite clearly le s:een in the nccompmnying illustrntions. 

W~ ~Ggan wi th the F~reign Legion, let us end with them -
they wore the~r renowned uniform until 1914 - at that date 
it cOn~istecl of a blue tunic, red or off-white baggy trousers, 
blu~ ~reitcoDi and a blue cummerbund, hats white with rieck' 
protector q.lthough s:Qme authorities quarrel with the exist­
enc9Df the ldtter except in fj!ms~ Their officers never wore 
the white kepi 'but always the usual ]'rench officers orno'ment'ed 
kepi o"f the Fran c 1:1 army. -

It may bet hat the war gam e r will r e qUi ret 0 h :x.v e t his 
famoUs regiment in his later games - they fought in North 
Africa right up to the late 1950 t s; when they wore American­
style khaki-green uniforms but still had the white kepi. The 
writer reoalls with nostalgia a week's leave spent in Tunis 
during 1943 when he met up with a band of legionaires from 
the British 8th Army - they had acquired a very wholesome 
reputation at Bir I-Iacheim in the :Des·ert .. Wearing lrmerican 
lease-lend uniforms anc1 khaki stiff h:epi, one Legion Corpor­
al, Hungarian by birth~ had won a British Military Cross 
and truly uphold the Legion reputation for off-beat recruit~ 
in 6 - , ~ !l C a i c~ 1. at 11 c1.<@n t,.. i n . · L,t:>,n~<;l «()n -in J:9'-"39'~t ' ·'1;r·e' .. · ·' ~h11 ·(t·~~~··:r:i·~tl ~ ,."t tf" '" ,', .. ... - ,.~ -. ~ .. ,. ... , . 

. ~he, Ca.menoons-, to avoid internment as- an enemy ali,e,n, S"pent a l l 
his cash and then joined the LegionJ He was unfortunately 
ki--lled in the Belf'ort area during the invasion of &buthern 
Fran c,e in la ·te 1943. 

A'nd what is the ava':Llability of these fabulous warriors? 
Airfix turn out J?oreign Legion Bnd Arabs - con'iTers--ions Can 
produce most of the others .. 'Jack S'-cruby has a good line in 
such type~ both in 20mm ~nd SOmm; Hinton Hunt turn out a 20mm 
If mer i e an C i v i 1 VI a r Z"o un vet hat can e 1:1 s i 1 Y be p a in ted t 0 sui t . 

. North Africa. 31N9(lish A:frican Engineers - now defunct:... also 
did Foreign Legion, z'ouaves, S'pahis". For the 54mm fan -'it i s 
possible to obtain most of these soldiers from Brita'ins .. But , 
m 0 s--t f un 0 f a'll - the y can be rea d i 1 Y cas tor con v e r.rt e c1 fro m 
existing figures and painting them seems to depart from the 
usual chore because of the colourful res'ults, mnybel 



!§.!_.~~a?:.!!l.~n.!: Tombo red; hat inclined to right .. 
'2nd Hegiment: d6: white: do. left. 
~a-E~~ime~I~ do. yellow: hat straight, on back of head. 

iouave Officers were French; they wore thE? flared tunic, fl\nt1' 
similinr trousers to TUrco officers narrowing over the shoes, 
madder in colour, with n dark blue stripe. Their kepi's were 
a 1 sot her e a sh 8 dec n 11 e d mad a e l' ". wit h n d a l' k b 1 u e ban dan d 
gold stripe. Buttons Dnd brnid gere also of gold. 

One particularly interesting unit to make-up is the 
famous mule company in which a mule was shared by two men, 
each taking" it in turn to ride whilst the other trotted along 
at the::ride. In this wnY they were able to traverse the des;ert 
at c~valry speed besides bein~ able to carry additional equip­
ment. These were dressed in t~e usu~l Foreign Legion uniform. 

In an old French military book, ava i l Qbl a f ~om the print 
Room of the Victoria anel ""'lbert MUsellm in :C.,o':1cl o t ' j the writer 
discovered a hithert6 unknown ' (to him) un : ~ Of t ~e French 
North African forces .. UnknoVinbut SUspecteel of b c- ing perhaps 
another battali6n of the Foreign Legion or a punishment or 
penal :t'ormntion. They were ent;itled INFANTJ<JRIE LEGEHE AFRIQUE-: 
or African Light Infantry .... but were obviously shown as white' 
men Bnel not native~. They wor~ a white kepi with neck protect­
or; blue greatcoat, white baggy trousers and white gaiters; 
around their ,pock was rolled B. white blnnket or tent-portion, 
whilst the usunl utensils piled high upon its top. 

Glamo rously orrayed 8re the two principal cava,:Lry units 
of the ]!'rench north African Afny - the Chasff8urs Dff,frique and 
the Spohi8: The former were Europeans who vl'ere mounted on wi r y 
AI' a b g l' e y s; the y w 0 l' e B sky - b 1 u e tun i c , l' edt I' 0 use I' 8:' t U c ked ' 
int6 riding boots Dr with leather inse~s in the trouser bott­
oms, there w~s a blue stripo runryin~ down the outer' senm of 
the, tc):'i.-otHu~ra-*, ~t'h~:;;r t:toinga: Vlere blnck ~nd they 7!o!'B A roC! 
~S'h;, t,tr~ t"uni'O-~ hUTt tJr' yelTbw' col'1O;'1"o vrith n-umer:a.1S3 upon it. 
Tl1e hea-dgear WU~'s Be s'tiff kBlIi-type tapering atvaw S)lightly tto 
the toP} it hO"d a'" red crovm and top half, fd;;y-blue bottom haiLie 
with rr blacyk :peak, at the front and on top of the ' cr.:own was:; a~ 
gold tbohble T or rosette. The kepi bore a hunting-horn badge~ 
Their horses: hael the usual eqUipment with (Ic' blue sr:r:dal:ecloth. 

The Spahis were Arab cavalry, 'Nho rode the s:maller Ara'!b 
S1teeds and wore the usual native costume; in their cQs:e a:, 
vol~minouS',white cloak, COVering a drab unif6rm, the turban 
b 0 un d wit h a a-c a l' 1 etc lot h J the i l' so f t - 1 e nth e l' boo t s weI' e a 1 s 0 

red. Later, they wore a soft round hat, rather like an over.size 
fez that did not taper townrds its crown. Henri Ja0CY"quierr, the' 
French military :painter has s 'hown a Spuhi in one of hiss pa;'int­
ings, notu'ble for the unUstHl"l munner in which the rifle is::: 
ca'rriec1 - it is hopea to incluae this painting as" an iillustrrot­
ibn for this article. 

- I~ -
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Here ' is an 1I1de8.11 if' YOll? d care to hand it on to some fellow 
War-gamers: 

Tired. of the glare i'l'OY:l overhead. lights reflecting on the almost­
white plyvV'OocI surfaoe of our 6 t X 8? p:t.aying field, 1 obtained tvvo 
sheets of 4: v x 8 'soft fibre wD.ll board, cut one of the sheets in t wo 
to IllS.ke it 21 X f:3 f, and :placed it, along with the full-size d 4? x 8' 

. sheet ~ atop the bright pl:',TV'lOod surfa ce of the field, so that no longer 
d.des the blasted I'eflection f~com bare vvood tond to wear us down during 
an 8 or lO-hour sessio:n. ~ 

One side of this fibreboard sheet is a stark white -. apparently 
whitewashed, or some such - but the reverse siae is left Yiroughl? by the 
manufactu.rer. 'rllis presents a delightful light-absorbing neutral brovvn 
surface, slightly rough, which appearf:'l for all the world to be an actual 
~~:r.:th·-br...9"'vV]:l battlefield 0 

It is very light weight and extremely e&lsy to handle (which is im­
portant to us, since we must put our b0l:1rd (s) away at the conclusion of 
each battle, setting them up once more for the next engagement) and 
costs only $31'01' a full --sizo 4' x8 f sheet. I have no INay of knOWing, 
of course, vvhether such material is available in England; but it cer­
tainly should be, since it is stocked here by almost every lumber yard 
and builder'S supply house across the country. 

It is Imovm by various trade names; one being IlHomasote1?, another 
YYCelotex!1, and. yet another !?Fir-texYi c What outlanc1i~h "handle!? might be 
attached to it there, itys difficult to say; but a description of the 
stuff should f3uffice to make clear to any building materials dealer 
exactly wha t it is the would--bepurchaser is try·ing to obtain. 

It cuts easily Ivi th a Yl vla llboard. Imife?i, or with any fine·-toothed 
saw. As Ei oonsequence,we have Irbuiltl7 a number of l111ills YI from it to 
break up the monotoJl.y of' an otherwise flat terrain. rrhese, of course, 
being made fro:Gl the sam.e material as the surfaoe of the llfieldY?, do not 
look out of place and artificial to r:myv,rl1.ere near the extent that raw 
pieces of lumber do when ??pyramided l1 for hills or mountains. And it has 
the additional great advantage to the Wargamer of being very reasonable 
in price, as compared with the cost of finished boards as quite fre­
quently used :1:'01' i! terrain pieces!!. 



AS a i. .l-J..>.'-'-"'" ~., ... l-':' J:~,-,- Y ·-:.': jL_ ~_G;"';':""'""..w.u-......:Q..i..LJ.(. ·,).'::;;).lJ:v .iJ:;. ::I,:J:.Q. t'RVCr''';'X' is the 
fact that, since- it is eaSil.y cut into any a:esire.d (flat) shape, '~Then 
laid upon 0. hard flat surface beneath it for support, it becomes Vb':flY 
simple to cu:t, from. tlilE) soft fibreboard sections of any o.e-sired Size ... 
to represent lakes, i311lallpools, or even a watercourse of Whatever 
nature, wending its vlay across the Battlefield. These 1!depressions1?, 
if' carefully and cleanly cut from the !1 parent ll sheet, are easily re­
placed in the positions which they originally occupied, liJhenever it is 
o.esi.l'ed to revert to a \lflat terrain i1 once again, while, at the same 
time, still other sections may be removed from the sheet so that a lake, 
or a -pond. or a creel{ or a t'iver 110ccurl1 in even different sectors than 
did the declivity which. has just been l1filled in1Y. I:rhere seems to be 
no end to the vI21:1ej:;';i of sizeE~, shapes, and locations which these seg­
ments, remo-ved from the full sheet, will allo·w the warga);:l8r v'll() is 
weary of fighting :f'orevor on the flat and barren - and almost always 
waterles;;; -. EHU'f;.tce of the usual table top. 

Wherever Buch segments are removed from the fi brehoaro., the solid 
table top ill1'1lediately under that section and so revealed by its removal, 
may, at the whim_ of the Wargamer, be painted any sort of water Colour -
blue, green, brown, or any c ombinElt ion of them which occurs in Nature -
preferably·vdth a gloss varnish to give still more the illusion of 
actual water. Th$n, as saia~, they may be IYplugged up" with the section 
as remo-vec1, and still other such pools or Btreams !1made VV for subsequent 
Battles 0 

000000000000000 

How'many wargames did you fight last year? How many did you win 
or lose - were many of them drawn or undecided? Are tbe best of t hem 
firmly ~ntrenched in your memory to inevitably fade with the passing 
of time, or have you got a record of your battles? And, if you have 
is it illustrated .ith drawings or photographs? 

The keeping of wargames records is a facet of the hobby tha t 
posges~es a unique fascina~ion, it unfold~ another path alo~g wh i ch 
our interests c~n flow when we are not hard at it moulding, cas t ­
ing or painting. 

To some of us, these records fill almost as big a part as the 
actual games themselves; Lionel Tarr of Bristol solo-modern wargam~r, 
writes up all his battles and illustrates them with pen and oam~ra. 
This is facilitated by the fact that he f'ights against himself - the' 
apparent disadvantage of lacking an opponent is more than compensat_ 
ed for by the leisure and time during a game when records oan be mride 
and situations translated onto paper to become a part of posterity. 
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EXJ?EK:IiJWBlJT g ' YJ IT H A BA TTLE~ ______ ~-----.....--...I---
by 

!VIany musket-period battles h8.ve been rc1"onght hore in. :Dover, 
r 'anging from Hamillies' in 1706 to' G-ettys::burg in 1863. All It!coduced 
good fighting, although only one - Shiloh":" followed theex8.ct c o urs~e 
of its?: real-life prototype. In every case,' too, the entire battl&,­
:field was' .trans'i'erred to ' the wargames: table, which is not always e,. , 
fftltis'factory undertaking, pa 'rticu1arly wher:e the combat is an ext­
ensive one, s:n for s :o me time the poss'ibility of examining and re-' 
fighting'an actual battle in a piecemeal sort of way had been con­
siderea - fightj,ng one RBction of it on the table., then another, a?nd 
attemp·~ing to link up the different sections into a conerc.:ent whole -
if JH.' ;:; ni b 1 e.; 0 f c bur See • l!~'i n a 11 y get tin g r 1) \) n d tot h j_ s: the Bat t 1 e 
of ]1 :} '~'J.~;8noy, 1745, was chosen for several ref'l8Cnc:- i~t; s:eemed to D,e 
a S;Jita ble battle for s:ub-dividing; being a Jac::bii'O of long sstand­
ing, anything concerning the supporters of the StLHH'ts, in this; caae 
the i!Wild Geese ll ; the Irish regim,ents in the French s:ervice, always:~ 
d:r e w mY' in t ere si;, and t h i r d 1 y , ita p p ea red' t hat the nat u reo f the 
battle.:. a Victory of defence over atta ck - would provide an exceJ.l'­
ent all-round"test for the Grant rules for mid-eighteenth century 
type iVargame s .. 

The background to Fontenoy iffi simple - an A'ngro-Dutch axmy, with 
the Duke of Oumberl~nd as senior general, marching to relieve the 
fortress of Tourna'-n., besieged by the French, found the la:tter, under' 
Marschal Saxe, arrayed in~ a formidable defensive position around the 
vilJ.age of Fontenoy" Th~ position, reduced to its simplest terms, 
was in ' the-form of a cap1;'ial tL' I, and its ess:entials are ' shown in 
Diagram No.1, with the French holding the interior and the Alli~g 
the exterior of the !L'I. In brief~ the battle resolved itself into 
an abortive and pretty half-hear~ed attack by the Dutch from the 
south-eas1t and a desj?erate advance by the :Brj,tish infantry, who broke­
through the French line and pretty well reached the heart of the 
enemy position before being driVen back by repeated counter-attack s 
and by tr:.emendous cross-fire from F'o ntenoy, which had been fortified, 
and from the redoubts at the western end of the W~od of Barri. This 
wnod should have been oleared earlier - it was strongly held ' by 
French light infantry - by a force under Brigadier Ingolds:by~ This' 
operation failed to take place and Ingoldsby was later cour-mar:.ti a l­
leed, and acquitted. 

A~thorities vary in the number of combatants they give for t h e 
battle~ but the French actually'engaged 6ppear to have numbered 
53,000, and the Allies about 47,000, while the former had 100 gun s to 
the 80 of their opponents. Having the result of the actual battle in 
mind, ther~ seems to be some sort of moral here - never attack a 
prepared ·position with forces eaual to or' less than those of the 
defender. That is exactly what~the I\:nglo-Dutch did, but H~tts get on 
viii;h the expe;i'imeni; 8': we carried out to reproduce the ba:rttle on ou r 



' Tte FCRS'l' EXPERi lilE~iT' s:imulated the a ,ttack by Cumberland/~~actly 
uS possibl;-so- f';r'a;'i;he forces"engaged'were concerned, times of 
movement and so on, and the action taken. ' The troops enga'ged were 
Qs'follows:- British - 10 infantry atid 3 cavalry regiments; French' 
"": 9 infantry ana 3 cavo.1ry regiments, with a light' infantry ba.tta:L-
i'on in addition" C'tmsidering that at the AJithoing-Fontenoy p-osition 
whe~e the Dutch faced the French right Wing, the opposing forces 
more or less neutralised each other, the'whole wargame table (9' by 
7') wa g:: oCClJ.pied by the other s:-ection, i~e. from Fontenoy mcross to ' 
the lifo od , of Barri, and downwards to the British p'o±:tit of a.rrival 
abo u t the village of Vezon (])j.agram No.2). Nt 6 a".m. (all times' 
give~ a re the actual ones which we translated to the table in the 
rat ~o of 1 hour = 4 table moves0 the attack was launched on the 
WOO d 0f Barri defen~ea by the French light infantry - mainly the , 
Ar o,l;:(>'J uss-ier:3.' de Grassin (they really were the Gr8 3 s-ins on the taoblB') 
- b \ ~h~ two r~giments of infantry which represented Ingold~byf~ 
br i ," ; ';"'. (Throughout these notes a regiment of infantry is.: 5 officers:; 
an d, :':, ,'Qen ; a ,: li g ht infantry battalion 3 officers and 24 men, and a" 
c n",';"';:::- ] regiment 4 officers and 24 men). The first regiment'to app­
ro r2c ~1, f he' ,Jood vlns snot to pieces before it could penetrate - a;bout 
8. 4': [Yom - and when it too had to retire (vJith s-trength reduced to 
50 f: ox' less:' a utiit must retreat). The Gras~sins had lost only half 
n dozen ~ en, and the remnants of Ingoldsby1s brig~de fell back to 
reform in tha re a r ot the main bOdY of infDntrYi 

~his' main bodY - the bulk of the British infantry - had massed 
in front of Vez'on - it consisted of eight regiments, numbering' with 
g en era 1 set c • 4- 32m en, and i twa s :: ar rayed in t h r eel in e s ,of 3, 3 and 
2 reg iment s' ~ 

Having witbstood French long-range artillery fire (~ gun~in 
Fontenoy' and one ' in the nearer redoubt) until the moment for the 
advance - 9 a.m - it set off at that time on the maroh up the slope 
towards the French line. As it moved forward, loss::es from cannon 
fire increased slowly, becoming ve~y heavy when the flank~ Of the 
column came within grapeshot rD.nge, and in short, it had lost 14!% 
of it&' strength before its" front line came' within mUsket range of , ' 
the French~ Consequently, its firing line, as happe~ed in the abt­
ual ba~tl~, had shrunk, by continual dressing toward~ the centre, 
to aboLlt half the len g th of the opposing French line. A's soon as:':: 
the British column had opened fire its speed of advance was cut b y 
h n 1 f - 0 u r r u 1 e be in g t hat i n fa n try in 1 i n e c Q n a d van c e in 6 In : mo V e s~~ 
but if it fires at the same time, the forward movement is only 3". 
(CF LloydTs llRevie\i1 of the History of Infantryll,p. '146 - I!The old 
rule that battalions should halt fo~ each vo lley, had been changed 
C? ~his t~IYle. :c~ ey kept on the move, but stepped sho~t~'lilhile the 
plauoons" l:n thel:r turn stepped out, halted and fired. "'). In the 
en s~ing firefight the French, who had moved anDther regiment onto 
th e British flank - more or les~ fen potence' -had 60nsidetably 
c reater firepol:ler than the latter ... The British, too, did not enjoy 
~h e benefit of the initial shQ~tering volley which in the actual 
~b a ttl e 1 aid lo w s 0 m e 7 0 0 F r en c hm en, an d s.'i m ply gt 0 0 d the chan ce o f 
t he d ice t h r 0 Vi' which - in a fire fight - a e t ermined w h i c h si de fi r es,,: 
firsii. Further heavy loss~es reduced the British column, another. 7!% 
b y g rap e and n ole s S'" t han 30% b Y m u s::'k-ttt rw, un til f in a 11 y , a t aiJ 0 u t 
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1.15 P9m., when still outs~de ch:::.rging distanco - 9" - every reg­
iment save one had been reduced to half"its str:ength ' or lessnna' 
\'Jas:: retiring (see earlier for 50% rUle). Before this, at 1 p.m., 
the British cavalry had been mo.ved forward ih 8"upport of the inf­
antrt- following histofy - only to meet the shattered remnants of 
the cblunm falling back. As ill the battle itg-elf; no If.Urstlit took" 
plac~, the Kllies being allowed to retreat without further trouble, 

This first experiment proved Bde~uDtely how: a strong and well­
gun ne d defensive position can be held, although it must be conc~ded 
t h~t: the historical tactics"to which the attacking pJ.ayer ha·a to 
a d'\hll!:r e were not of the be-.st.· Only three French infantry regiments 
- \'\f,hi ch it is' true lost 46% of their strength - and three guns ' were 
s ~ff! cient to repulse a column of eight regiments, these having p een 
V9t''J shaken by fire from round s'hot and grape during the advance. 
Th -e.. f'.) urth French regiment in the firefight - the flanking one ' w ' 

l o :"t- cm ly a handful. The - figUres of the actual loss~es -Ivere - Brit;... 
i s \\U1\fantry 294 and French infantry 96. In other words, the Britis:h 
Ib '9~ 8- exceeded those of the French"by the numerical equivalent of 
ve'i..""j! nearly four infantry regiments' .. 

This firs::t experiment VIrt s ' not t'remendoL1S'ly exciting, but sat is-' 
factory in that it demonstrated that our moves per hour - 4 - togeth­
e r wit h 0 uf t Q b 1 e ' S'c ale 0 f dis tan c e s mea a u red up v e r y well wit h t he 
real'thing. Taking the movements of the British column as an exa m­
ple - it set off on move 13 (9 a~m) and firing bro~e but with th e 
French on move 21 (same a ·s the actual time of 11 a~m)'. The firef i ght 
on the taiJle did not lag;!; as long' as did the penetration of the Fr.e .... 
nch pos'ition in the"battle itffi31f, where Cumberland gave the ord e r 
to retreat at ,2' :p.m~ , .- while on the table the retrograde movement was 
under wOY at 1~30 ~.m. This may have been ~ue to ~he severity of ' 
ourgrapes'hot rUles ' in this experiment, but of that more later. 1n- ' 
cideritly, the times~ as ~lways, vary with dif£erent writers and a uth­
or i tie s but, in the m a in, 'I h a v e ace e pte d tho Be 0 f J 0 h n I,'ja n chi p 
White's" biography of Saxe, tMarsnal of' France'. 

The ~hjCOH'D EXPERIMEr-TT took pIa c e on the same t er ra in as' the 
previous one,onaWithsubstantially the same forces engaged. Th e 
players, hbwever, instead of sticking to the pattern set by ths ."a ct­
ual battle, were able to mnke their own tactics as they desired. The 
only difference in the armies was in the Allied one, where a baTt t al ... 
ion of light infantry ~as substituted for a regiment of infantry . 
T his see me d ' r e as on a b Ie, a s on e of In g old s b y t s · reg i men t S was t he 
Black v7atch, of which it is said (in SIrrine's 'Fontenoy and the Vlax 
of the Austrian Succession!). that lithe Highlanders would have ma de' 
short work of the Grassins!!:. In addition, two TFree Companies! pr es:.:.. 
umably lig ht infantry, formed part of Cumberlandts army, SO that the~ 
Qddition of a light battalion seemed permiss-ible .. On the French ~d.d,e 
th e d i spositions were more or less as- they had been for the First 
~~xpe r iment, se.ve that one additional infantry regiment was trans f' err"': 
ed from the right at F6ntenoy, to a position on the French left w~ng, 
near the Wood of Barri. Evidently !Stlxe t consrl.dered that 'Cumberland! 
would. atta -ck more strongly through the wood. In point of fact, ! Cumb­
er18nd' rnil been. s ,tluerneaed hy I ~:LX' John Ligonier' J who looked upon 



the Fontenoy - Vlood of Ba'.Cri position with conErider.LD;'ble mJ.:s:giving, 
as being a pretty ~ough nut to crack. Howevef,'his plan was to 
initially make a s:trong atta ck ' through the wood, and either to e xpl-
o i -;j 'J; his, i fit i"J ere a sue c e s s ,or i f s:u f fie i e n ttl' 0 0 P s we r e ' d l' a wn 
t h~~~8 r from othe~ ~art~: of the French line, to make on attack ' on 
tt:', ::':('"" noh r:t.ght Qentre or even on Fontenoy itself. 

5b , at 6 a~m~, the eritire British aitill~ry (4 guns) moved up 
aritl C:-::"ilmenced n bombnrdfnent of Fontenoy' while, led by a ba'ttalion' of 
11,:-:-' :: infa'n try, two infant ry l' egimen t:s - with n t hi rd in s:tipport -
mo u ~~ ag a~nst the Wood (Dingram No.3). At firsti good ~rogre~s ~as 
ma { s the Grassins b~ing driven well back intD the Wood. This, as 
'1':} ' Y\ '1,er' had hoped, (laused animmedinte sideways movement on the 
por< l::t' the French, two ' infantry regiments entering the Wood in 
su pr~r t of the Grassins, while two" others~were mov~d from the centre 

' to -i,:be left wing'near the redoubts. Shon, fighting was: going on rell 
thi nJgh the Wood, and the French right had been con~iderabl~ dep l et­
ed , r~ly two regiments remjining in Fontenoy itself~ At S'w.m (Move 
9) e; lo e lef't of TLigonier's' line - five regiments:: in all --advanced 
on :7on tenoy, immediatel',}r coming under heavy artillery fire. 1I.s's o on 
as th ey came within grapeshot range great gaps were cut in: , their 
1'0 "',';:;:8, and" ultimately only one of the five wa~E able to p-ress hom e 
it~ Q'ttack. In the resulting melee it was repuls~d without diff'i Qul­
ty' ~ 

Meantime, the tide of' battle in the WOod had turned in f'avour . 
of' the French, who iere in the process of mounting a strong coufi t er­
ntt n ck, ' and by 11 n",m weX'e debouching on the 1I.1li':ed right flank. 
Ear l ier, there had been m cavalry fight in the centre, the resul t 
bethe in favour of' the J?r,ench, who were able to take adva:ntage of' 
the sloTffi to iucrens'e the impet'Lls of their ch['ll~gegj. The i\,llied ca:v-' 
aIr y VI ere flu n g b a c k wit h con s ~ del' 3 b 1 e ' los s-e san d b Y ill i d day the A 11-
ied army was ~n B pretty parlous state, with French horse ana fo ot 
well out of the vrood of' Barri and pressing' hard on its right. At",: 
this jUnctLlre, much to 'Ligonier! -s' relief', the exper_iment wa's 
con&idered at an endl 

This wa'S,' a much more exciting game than the previous qne, p r ob­
ably bec[.,l1se of the tactical latitude allo-~Jed , the 'genera'lsf, bu t it 
was 'still tremendoLls1y in f'avour of the' French, whose infantry l oss-es ' 
of 134 compared favoLlrnbly with the· 316 of the British - cavalry 
losses:' were about ,equal - again an excess~ of between three and f o ur 
r,e~ime~ts of' infantry. 'Ligonier' made one bad tacti«'al error, for 
wnJ_ch 'he rn~,s later seen kicking himself all round the wargames table 
- he brought his artillerY into · act:Lon ' too fa'r awaY from F,onteno y s::P 
that he ,\Vas unnble to destroy the French guns there' (at extr~eme 
range a roundshot hi~ on a gun only s~lences it for two moves). He 
might h~ve increased the strength of his attacking force by one of 
the regiments ,which had been directed into the wood. Not that this 
woul d have made much 'difference, however, as the French infantry 
nh ic h h3 d moved tOwards the redoubts from the centre were able t o 
retr0'2'9 their steps, and 'eo 11] 0 have l,'ein:forced Font'enoy in time, had 
it been in any d MJger. 



TJhe THIRD EXPERIMENT wa':s~ not approache d with greRt enthusiasm, 
a$ it covered the nutC~attack on the Fontenoy-Anthoing position . 
It wasn't ecr:s:'IJ'to' get the relative strengths of the forces engaged 
tln this s:ector, most British histories" being unders:tandablY rwt hei' 
brief in their accounts but it seemed thn t, in infantry, ' the pT oport­
ion WOS3 about 10:7 in favour',of the Dutch, with equal cavcr:1.ry, a nd 
more guns on the French seide. Therefore, when the battlefield wase 

set out - once again the entire t:3.ble was aevoted to the par.:tic ular 
s 'ect~on of the terrain we ff:'re', COllsj,dering," with Fontenoy or;- one 
s1.de and ,Anthoing and the J.iver S-cheldt on the other - the French 
deployed ~even regiment~ of infantry and the Dutch ten, with threb 
cnvr.:dry regiments:.:; each. The Dutch had fourgun$, the French'five -' 
t ;!\ , L Fontenoy, one in Anthoing and two across. the , S-che:nlt, cover~ 
i x:,: '"L, approach to Anthoing and enf-(ila 'ding the entire line amost as:; 
f a:t .. ~B Fontenoy., W,:tth these two guns in mind, the Dutch c1:>mma-nder,' 
1 Pr< 1 c e VI a ,I dec k f dec ide d t a a v aid Ant hoi n g an d 1;- 0 in a k e hi S:' in a in e f f":' ' 
or t :'gains-t the south side of Fontenoy. 8:'0, a':t 6 a"m '., he boldly a:rlv­
a tc.;":..; a:ll his guns on his: right to bombard this village, bringing up 
th (- :',i:~ k of his infantry behind them, and leaving only his cavalr y 
an d n coupl~ of infantry regiments on his left to face .1\:nthoing 
(Ding ram No.4). Dutch gunfire was' accurate, and by 8 a '.m., both the 
Fr n~ ch cannon in front : of Fontenoy had been destroyed and the Dut ch 
i:h i'nn try wors.~ a.dvancing. 

J)es-pite the loss; of the guns: French musketry fire from Fon t enoy 
wa p a ffective, the Dutch losing heavilt in their approach - some 66 
c ae~,D lties fell out of the five regiments initially in thea~van c e, 
de G _to the fact that, on four sUccessive moves, the French lost the , 
di o0 throw which, in a firefight, determines which acide fires fi r st, 
wi t h c orresponding advantage to the Dutch. French cavalry was b r ou­
ght f J ~ wrird from the centre to break up, if possible, the infant r y' 
a'tt nck 7 and 1 Saxe f had early deemed it n :ecessary to move reinfor c e­
men~s into Fontenoy on hi~right, His line wa~ dangerously thin, 
onlY the two redf,u b ts'- between Anthoing and Fontenoy having an in f an­
try. About 11 a-,m the Dutch broke into the la'tter village and stree-t 
fighting jV'BS qUickly in progress:. Further cavalry fighting took p lame 
but by IH30 a.m a ,bout of Fontenoy wa 's in Dutch hands,' and the ffitua:i;~ 
ion , was tense in the extreme, with fresh Dutch infantry pouring over' 
the breas:tworks, houses being ta-ken and re-ta'ken and cha:rg'e and coun­
ter-charge toking place in the streets. All in all'!,:this,'wiis, trem­
endously exctting apd Q~Rtinued in this~ waY ,until lZ.15 a~m. 

At this point - i.e ',,, on the completion of the 25th nn-ove - the 
battle would in normal ' circumstances'hove been decided in fmvour of 
the a~tacking Dutch as, at this time, the French had lost 5l% of' 
their strength, while the Dutch loss was only 46%. As previously 
p o ::1..I. 'l" "J d out, when an army has::: been redUced to'half its str:ength or 
le s~'::, :: t must break off the fight and :t'etreat, but for the purp-os e s 
o f d:"L s operation the experiment mUst be conscidered at this s..-tage 
t og : -: h ("L' with the state of things operating at the same time in t h e 
pro v .. ,cu s experiment s', 
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By 12.15 p.m in the ll!l~1:1JgM!!l the firefight between the Brit­
ish colUmn and the French line wasapproQching its climax, with the 
form~r htiving already sUffered a loss of 29%'of its strength. It wam 
alreridynb undantlj cl~ar thot a breBkthro~gh, ~uch as took place in 
the a--ctu a l battle, was ,extr,emely unlikely, and that the four infan­
try regiments' acituolly confronting the column, together with the 
unengaged co.vrolry in ' their reor, could eas j,ly have held off the Bni:it -: 
1s,h attack, B'nd that, consequently, t h r e e a nd poss,1bly four ]'rench -
i nfantry re~imen~~ could have alfeady be en fed into Fonteno~ irt 
ample time to hold out successful ly against t h e Dutch a;rtta"C1\:. 

This " is even more applicable to t h e ~QHD_ .. ~~R~B1JEl),~TT, Wherl.B hy 
1""2.:t'5,:p$m~, the French counte r-wi:t cck was press i n g ag a-d. ns-t the Brit­
ish tight, the attack on Fonten oy h a v i n g b ee n repuls ed as ea r ly 8re 

11 a'.m. And once again t he uncommi t t e d F r en c h i n f ant r y c ou ld have" 
been utilised in Fonten oy a ga i nst the Dut ch , who i n any s'ns::e , with 
~"6% l"oss::es at this t i me, wer e r a 'p i dl y app :!;,oach ing the 505'b limit a it a 
wer-:.e in no c onditi on to , expl o i ~ t h eir partial , h o ld on th e v i J. lage'. 

F'or t he T!'c)URTH EXP ERI ME1TT'" the final one, t h e who le b a t tl e field 
wa's:.: tl'an s fer r ed'toth e "wa rgames"liable '. It was thought th a t this might 
consequent l y g ive a rather restricted game, compare d w~th the prev­
iouse , occasions wh en , only half the field had been reproduce d on th e 
table, but by dint of' some juggling the regult wasn!t to o b a d and' 
in dee d g 8 V e m 0 r e roo m t h a n had bee n e xp e c ted. I n vie w 0 f the r e S:;c. 

llltS" of the previous experiments, ;particularly i11:\ 'I;he firgJ!; tw o, it 
wa 's decided to give' the Allies a reasonable chance, by all ow ing t h em 
fairly EFubstantial a'uvantage in infantry, namely fourteen regimen t s 
to the ten of the'French. Ea~h army had three cav~lry , regiments -
possibly an error, as Colin, in I Cilmpagnes de ' Ii.oui:a xvt : gives" the 
comparable mounted strengths as 15,000 and 12',000 fo r the Alli~s a nd1 
French respectiv~ly, and the former could ' thus ha v e had an extra 
cnv8,lry regiment. It is doubtful; though, whether this would have 
made any differenc~ to the result. The French had six guns - two 
across, the S-cheldt, three in l!'ontenoy and one in the redoubt (for 
the sake of a l.ittleffimplifica-'Gion, the actual number of redoubt s 
herd been reduced to t~JO between l\:nthoing and Ii'ontenoy and one at' t he 
w'est end of the vreod of 13arri). IJiagram No.5 shows" the 'Jros-itions. The 
troops' engaged on the tal.)le were, _ ofall,"ra,nks - ;\'111::e8 891" and, ' :B1r ench~1 
- 681 - wll .in all it was quite a ba'ttle'. 

, ,With ~e entire field on t~e table, it was again apparent to a ll 
and sundry what a formidable proposition confronted the Allied Comm"':· 
ander; and he - the said 'General! - confesses that he didn1t,"hav e ro 
great de~l of inspirati on as to how to go about the operation. Th e ' 
French fo~ces were disposed much as they were in the actual battl e -
the blllk of'th~ infantry between Fontenoy and the W~od of Barri, t he 
f ormer being fortified and strongly held, and light infantry p-osrt e d ' 
in the lattor~ 'The cavn~ry was in reserve behind the Abthoing-F-on t­
enoy redoubts,) and t"8 la'tter line wa-Er cover:ed by enfilade fire from 
over the s.:cheldt. On the Allied s i de, a:bout two-thirds o f the i:h f ­
entry 'Ivers mass'ed to the right and rear of BOllrgeon, the remainde r ," 
to the left of this villag e , behind which wa s s:tationed the c8:va-J. r y. 
Allied guns were on either side of the Bourgeon'. 



1;111 en :t he act i on c om men c e d a t 6 a. m., [flll p [XI' t s 0 f the A 11 i'e d 
line came Linder French art 'illery fire, and fighting broke oU'1; aTt; v!lcCc 

in the Ylood of Barri between light inf.:::1n try of both $:ides', . with All.:. 
i e d 1 in e · in fan try E1 0 v in gin tot hew 0 0 din s:u pp 0 r t ~ A 11 ie d gun 8:", 
cnITting into action on both s'ides of the Burgeon, ' scored an e8rly s:ucc­

'es8':', d83troyil1g one of tho' c'anr'on in Fontenoy. F.:olowing this, the 
entire Allied right win8 - S"Gv.en regiments of infantry in all,:" moved 
forwara to the a·tttick,. The :E'i-ench £',I'tillery, particulo.I'ly the gun i"il 
the 1;'].0 0 d 0 f B n r r ire a in.1.1) t, - t {) 0 k . he :J"v Y' toll, but the at t ::.1 C 1c was p-r e S'3:' .... 

~d ' home; arid ahout lO.30-a.m. hand-to-hand fighting broke out around ' 
tlie d~fences of F6ntenoy. Before ' this, however~ the A~li~dinfantry ' 
had. lost - nIl a -lon8 the line- no less than 172 oa:s'ualties, and had 
also' had a stl'oke of bad luck, when the leading brigade. ]Jos-I; iils.:: Gen-
e I' aI, w-h 0 in a d v e rii en t 1 Y got' in the way 0 f a w hi f f 0 f g I' ape s11 0 t ~ Th i Sf: 

m ish a p , folIo 1."1 i n g 0 L1 r r ul e s , c a u se d the b rig a d e t 0 ill iss a m 0 ve ') d u ll.1-

ing which it stoo·e s1il1, receiving a gratuit .· ous volley from gun$ 
and muskets, which reduceC1 the two re8iments involved to perilous'ly' 
low pro~ortioris, as well as holding up the units following. Despite' 
this, hovlever, as nlreocy said; the infantry closed with the defend­
ers and even, a~ one p6int ~here the rouridshot had opened Q breech in 
the breastworks, penetrnted the defences,. This:' incursion was s,p eed-
iiy liquidoted, howeve~, and the n~tock wa~ flung b~ck frbm Fontenoy, 
which wa's now literally jammed with rrench infantry, pouring in from 
both sides to reinforce the gurrison. . 

However, under cover of this attack, a battery of two guns htid 
been moved up very close to the villag e and as soon as it · had been' 
unma~ked by the retreating infantry it opened up with grape and rou­
nclshot on the village which at this time : ViGS rather reminiscent of 
Blenheim, nhen it was packed with Clerambaultts ba~t~liQns. Irid~ed, 
the Alli~d general momentraily thought th~t, were he able to induce 
'such a concentration to remain in Fontenoy, there was a chance that 
B breakthrough might be effected through ther~ther denuded Fonteno~ 
-A'nthoil1g line. This dream was quickly snattered, the heavy damage 
aud casualties" caus-ed by the advanced battery, together \'lith the All­
i~d ~xtension tonards the river ' Sheldt~ resulting"in an immediate 
nithdrawal of mos:t of the infantry in the village. During the A'llied' 
move tonards the river an infantry regiment was cau~ht by French cav­
arly in a-rather exposed position Bnd badly cut up . At once the 
Allied horse moved up from behind Burgeon dnd there followed p~olong­
ed cavalry fighting a~mb~t ~p t 0 Anth6ing. In this the French had 
very mL1ch the c.dvnntage, their cavolry being handled with great ski·llJ. 
but apart from some d~sultorj musketry fire, there was li~tle further 
activity in .this area, the fire from the French guns o~er the Sbheldt 
inhibiting any Alli~d ~ction. 
Ho~e v sr, nfter the reg iments which had already bee~ in action were 
reo r g c .. • 1 i s :e dan d res e l' v e s b r 0 ugh t lJ. P , a tab 0 L1 t 11 a. m.. the A ll'iie d rig h t 
wing a g8 in moved forward, the main column being directed against 
Fontenoy~ w-:tth a s-u.bsi·dinry · cr.ttack moving up the s'ide of the Wood 
of Barri~ , in which for s 'ome"time the opposine light infantry ha:o h .sen 
in 0. condition of strrlernnte. Tllanks'; to the NJ.lied forwnrcl battery, a :ll 
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the :B'-ontenoy guns had been ' silenced, but the one in : the redoubt 
inflicted'severe cas:ualties'. The advance continued, though, and at 
12.15 a'om, the" main e::ttacking force was within assaulting distance 
of the village" 

At , t hi 8 1> 0 in t _ i. e 0 t 11 e 2 5 t h m 0 v e - we m Ll s t as"; b e for e, a~c cor d-
;lng to OU1' rules, examine the situation. In '0 ri~f; it was pre~ty' 
~atastrophic for the hlli~~ who, nlth?ugh now hnv1ng fo~r guns 1n .. 
tlction to the French three, had SUffered no less than 455 casualt1es 
while the French having lost only 25S, w'ere nctuallyh: shade s:trong­
iernumerically. It ' s'eemed fairly obvious that to assault s;uch a': . . 
pOsJ.tJ.on with a ' force iesS3 than tha·t of the def~nder~ Via 's indeed ask"­
i'ng fot' trouble. Still, jus';!; to make sure, the exper1ment was cont-
inued for two or three more moves" - jus-t to see'. i\s:; expected, the 
attacking regiments' were quickly ruined and the assault could not be 
:pre ss'ed h.ome. , 

Thus, the E.QUI\TH,~12!i2!.liIliJL§NT· confirmed what, in fac-:;!;; hu:d become: 
increasingly evident throughout the previoustnree games, to wit, 
that e~en with Q ' 14110 s~p~riority in infantry, the Fontenoy:pu~it~ 
:i.:: 0 n wag:' :P'r'e tty imp reg nab 1 e, and ," tho. t t 0 £111:; t a c kit wit h 0 uta two - t 0-

- one s1..1periority was most unvlise. Q'nite a]1:irt from the existence of 
the redoubts~ and the strengthening of Fontenoy village by brea-s:t ,v,:.. 
orks; the fact that the French enjoyed the possession of interi o r 
lineshad a tr:emendous bearing on the course of the battle. In :p::oint: 
of facii, infantry morching fr:com the centre of the French right wing 
to the left centre were able to do so in rather: less than half the 
moves: it took the Allied infantry to get from their left centre to 
their right ditto. There was really no chance for the A-llies::::: to 
achieve ' a'by local s:uperiority before the French were able to counter 
,it by'm oving their own troops' in ample time. However, much wa-a: learn­
ed from the series of battles, a'nd this' may be s:ummaris.:.-ed as. follows: 

Qs!.CLU.§1.2RSl l\lthough 'Opel"ation ¥ontenoyt was really intended 
to b~ a fairly serious nttempt to tryout bur Seven YeaTS War rules 
against the background of Rn Rctual battle, neventheless'it p'rovided 
some of the most exciting fighting that we h8ve ever had. My own 
feeling - in the '!E.E!:!~]2EJ?~!me~! - when the general of my leading 
brigade'become a casualty have to b e experienced to be unders.tood! 
However, all things being cons'idered, the rules' came out of the tesx' 
fairly \'1 ell, although it was found necess:ary, as' the experimenti3:' :pro­
gressed, to make certain alterDtions. The principa:l one was probably 
to the Tgrapeshot cone t , the device:.. it is made of thin bra--ss, wi re' 
s·o 1 d ere din tot he a p pro p r in t e s~h ape - w h i c h we use t 0 a s s:'e sst her e s:-.. 
nlts of grape or canister fire. VIe began with the one we had us e d fori' 
some time - 151!1ong nnd 4 11 wide at the extremity,divided into two 
section~~ with di~e throws of 4,5 or 6 and 5, 6 reqUired to kill any 
troops jn the inner and outer sections respectively. This, with its; 
extrerne:r:2lnge of 1;511;: compared with musketry rnnge of lSI! vl8.)s ' really ro 
l~ftover irom our American Civil War game, a period in which the 
2.,i.f1£i mUsket outrQnged grapeshot, and some research showed that this 
1,':as in applicable in the middle 18th century. After consrtlltations with 
ccertain pundits:; it was leDrned that grapeshot wa's very effective up t'o 
al)out musketry range, beyond which, chiefly due to ts:pread t f, and nnOSS,i­

ibly also to the prQ';;'ctJlant charge's being c'ompmratively weak, its 
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efficacy det ,eri 'orated very :i:a;p:tdlYD 80, auring'theexperdments 
we evolved a new t cone t w'hich' was 24 11 in 'length, divided l 'ike the 
old one into two sections - 4,5; 6 and 5,6 killing in the inner 
and outer S'ections:~ re,speciiively. This was~ found to be too let-ha:l 
in prnctice at extr"eme range and the definitive lcone t was' const­
ructed thus - s::till 24" in length, with a'maximum 'width of 211; 
d i v ide din tot' h r e e se c t i '0 n s :' 0 ' - 1 2 n'r 12 - 20 II, an d 2 0', t 0 2 4 II , 
\vith dice throW'S'-:-Of 4,5,6; 5,6$ and 6 to kill in the res-p'ec,tive 
S"ections~' Subsequent experience has shown this~' new device to be 
a much," cloS'er approximation to the 'real thing' than its predAc­
e sS'o r s'. 

At this pnint perhaps I'may'be pbrmitted to enlarge-~ lit~le 
on my references to a tFifty-per-crent-rule' in this wise. Way back, 
I used to take a ve~y dim vi~w of wargames whi6h were l±terally 
fi g h t s' tot h e d eat h, wit nth e VI inn e r h a'v in g Q b 0 u t t h r e e s'o 1 die r s 
on their feet at the end, and the loser none. This s~emed p'r-
etty puerile, as well as unre[rlistic, placing as it did 11:0 vo.l:ue 
w hat eve r up 0 n t act i c 8', and red u c in g eVe r y gam e t 0 a s:p e c i e s 0 f 
s 'logging' match.' Besides - despite the romantics - history s'hows 
~"ery few,if any, examples of 'fights to the death!, and indeed 
ra~ely di~ o.n army, or a unit, for that matter, receive ~osses 
of even ho.lf its ini,tial strength without breo.king or at l'ea,s,t 
abandoning the fight.' In" fact, the only example I can call to 
mind is Bunkerls Eill, where the British force had l 'ost Very 
nearly half its strength in'killed o.nd 'wounded when it finall:y 
drove off the Americans. So, in o.ccordanCe with what S'eems to 
me to be s 'ound precedence, our IP'if:ey-per-cent Rule! i83 this": 

tlWhen a unit has SUffered 50% rOss:es in a bottle, it must 
break off the action and retire to a Bose Eoint. There it may 
regroL1p with portions of other S'imiliar regiments to form a 
provisional regiment, which, before taking any further part in 
the fighting must bent least three-quarters of the strength of 
the normal regiment. When perchan6e, a provisional regiment 
has its'elf SUffered 50% oa'Sc'ualties, it retires and can trke no 
furth~r pa~t in the action. The regrouping process takes four 
moves. The same rule applies to the complete army - wit h? 0 % 
Ibs~s it must retrreat; there is, of course, no regr,oLlping. II 

Incidently, it might be of interest to point out the 
a,mouut of time involved' in the above games. Taking the ii~:rg;t 
~2:S£§.ili~£! a's' an"QCample" we know that the actual battle :rr;e-' 
was 6 a~m to 2 p.m ~ or at least that portion we are ooncernBd 
with~ Our a'ctual table fighting time wa:s six hours forty min­
ute s; and 0 f t hat per i 0 doc 0 n sid e r ab 1 e tim e - a t Ie a ,s,t for t y 
minutes- ~ws devoted to making f~irly cop~~us notes of the 
oasualties, how they were inflicted and by-what mean$ etc. So. 
fighting time wa~ in: the neighbourhood of 6 hours for the 8 ' 
hoursc, engngement. Interes'ting, if only to show thnt- our action 
"''1' 3:' qUicker by quarter than was the actual fighting'. 



II, nota'h1e occurrence at Fonterioy wtts the remarkable initia~l 
vbllej by the'B~i*i~h infantry which, it is related, laid low 
some 700 Frenchmen ana caused this Part of the French l !i11e to 
cave in. To be nonest, I had a1rJ(lY's thought that this ivas a bit 
of 0- f1u!l:a, but, having sought advice from the learned, hn'd it 
pointed ~ut to me that the first volley of any unit would ~lmost 
certainly be better than' subsequent ones - the E1lJ.sl{ets ho od been 
carefully londed 'in cump, under supervision of sergeants: and Sp 
on; there was no risl: of the ramrodls being left in the barrel; 
the charge and ball had been ~nrefully rammed home and not just 
rtaili~ed aown t by bnfiging'the butt of the mUsket oIT! the ground, 
etc.,etc .. It slhot.11d, too, be pOinted out that"the l8th century 
musket fire should not be altogether d es-pised; Genera,l jj'uller 
(tfJ)ecis'ive J3attles of tho rresliern fJorld!T, Vol.II) descrilJ8s the 
fi:cst Pru8sian volley a"tCrefeld, 1758, as accounting for' sume' 
75% of the enemy, aud ~ention~ Bolfels' men who, at Quebe6. res­
erved their fi r e until, with the Frencn within 40 yards, they' 
delivered u perfectly devas'taiing fire; which rubsolutely shatt-
ered the o,dvuncing enemy line. ' 

, S,olving the l)roblem of the more destructive first volley was 
easy, and VJe have taken the following rule into use: Normally, 
:E rOm the a ice t h r 0 1;'1 d e t e r min i n g the c n s::t.w I1t ie s a fir in g' g r 0 up 0 f 
6 infantry inflects on its-- target group, deductions" o,f 3 and' 2 
for ranges 9- IS!! and 0 - 9" are made resepctiv,e1y. However: 
f~om-thei{rsi volley of any infantry regiment in a , battle, ded­
uctions ofOU'ly 2' and 1 are mace fi'om the' dice throw for dist-
arice ai1d close firing respectively. Thus, if infantry gets with-
in 9!! of its enemy, it can deliver,"s really murderous volley-
s~ that it pays to hold onels fire. I mey be wrong, but I cannot 
recallthi~·provision being ~ade in any other rules that I , have 
come acl:'OSs-. 

T hat ,I s a 11 ,ron d n b 0 L1 t t i me? t 0 oZ 
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In con nee t ion IV i t h t his e xt rem e1 y IV e 11 ~ con c e i v e d a:r tic 1 e 
end experiment, Ldo not think that Charles Grant will object 
if I add one or two minor pointff which appeur to me to be of 
a-ome s,light relevance. ' 

The f'igures thnt,' Cho.1'1'8,s - has Llsed for this, una other 
battles of the periocl, nre 30mm p1ns:tic s 'ulids; the line inf"'; 
antry being mostly in a marching position. All are beautifully 
and e xt ro ill ely a: cell rat ely pn in ted tog i v eon e 0 f the m 0 S t a,t t r­
active 8na impre,i3sive layouts that I can ever f~eoal1-i , seeing on 
a: mirgames- t~rb '~1.·'j ", Light Infantry, cavaJ..ryatldgenera~ls " etc are 
conversions"of the basic figureg, s 'ome of them even S1>ort 8::: nea,t 
lace collarI These figu:ces cen be purchased for alJout l-~de[fch 
for infantry end 41taellch for cavalry - s:o that it is :i?"Ossible 
to build up large armies at ~idiculouslYlow cost. And, ffiOme of 
~s miGht cluim that although, even s6, they are a bit more 
eJ~:pens:ive than Il.irfix, they ,D.re considerably easier to paint a:nd 
con vert in their larg er si.ze 1 



The 0hasseurs de Vincennes, expected 
by the writer of the article in the well­
known ILLUSTRATE:O LONDON Hews ·to be sure 
to play so important ~.part In the next 
European War' were crack French light 
inf 8~ try of the period. 

~ h~y W9re taking part iri experiments 
at t h~ ~ire ~ ~o test th p new's~stem of drill 
i 11':';2,',;,";<>-1 l);;i' G6n+~ r8,1 Lo v:'mel~ who had wrj.tten 
a ne~nhlet in ~hich hs c ~ntenaea that all 
th~' 1~ "1e regl.' rr, -"d :::< .," ,c.' ·o ':': ,;-" be d'Y'l."l'''': ""rld v .J._J_J... . !... " C: ' • .. _~.' ... \.-• ... , 1 • • \.Iv ... ~.,_\ . . ~ . ~ ~ 

a I'm e d a s the " Ub,i" ~; 'J : ' i ,.{ ~;' (~ 8 Vin c em:; (; S , :':"1, " .:1 

S'Creea VH" S GnSWEn'ed :J y Capts·in pernbt ' :":"he 
author of acelebreied work on fire-s rDs ). 
These two pamphlets, and the'new syst on of 
fortification pr oposed by Mr.Ferg~s~on (?), 
the author of 'The Perils of Portsmou t h' 
not only seemed to cause a great deal ~ f 
discussion among the French a~thoriti 8f t ut 
a 1 s 0 a m 0 n g the g e n e I' alp L1 b 1 i c • To day, ":i/0 

probably kno~ little or nothing of these 
points"' which, at that time, obvj.ously were 
considered to be of great importance. 

Apparently, the high-ranking offioers 
who had served with the Chasseurs in North 
Africa and in Rome had spoken with great 
contempt for all fortifications, as'they 
contended that the new firearms must a lwBys 
be ~le to des troy a r tillerymen at tbeir 
glms l (This smacks of the remarkabl ,s French 
idea in 1914 that machine-guns could b ~ st 
b e co mba ted by enthusiaattic bayonet charges)~ 

However, the French artillery officers 
and engineers are reported to have been most 
contemptuous of the view of the Chass:aurs 
officersl At the same time a discussion was 
taking place as to the efficacy of the new 
Minie rifle against a ch a~ge of cavalry 0" 

one viewpoint being tha t ~h e movements 0 ~ 
the cavalry would be so repid and their Btt~ck 
cause such ct'nfup.";cr! +1-. , . +":1e rifles we! r; '10 

be very effectiveJ As always in war, the truth 
- had to be discovered by the poor old infBntrymB~ 

and cavalry 'trooper in the hardest possible way'. 
The American Civil War and, to a lesser degree, 
the crimean War, showed that the Minie rifle was 
highly effective and paved the way for the Very 

deadly results of Prus~ian masied infantry fire 
~gainst French cavalry in 1870. 

-35-



..... ..... 

stGN.AL& B¥ l~l' GLE , 

The tank used on them:iniaturc. 

armour battlefield - it is a 

model of the M48A2; built to 

the scale of 1:25 inches. 
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:9 illustrations were 
,:drl from ILTJUSTRATED 

JDON NEWS for April 1851. 

The accompanying text 
lyB that t~e drawings are 
.ven with tho idea of show­
ccurBtely the manual and 
latoon exe rC~Be s of the 
2en ch rifle::nen 

Wargamers will probabl~ 
interested in the '4 man 

~l1arelsnown in i11ustrat": 
In No.l'3. 
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HOW ABO UT G ETT IN G ORl'!(AUI1ZED ? ----------....--..... -..... ~. "'--....... __ . 
Re a:-a er S:~ of WARGAMERS' NEW S:LETTER will " be :fa 'm:1. :t:LaT ·wi th the 

ebullient attitude towards' wargaming that is taken bY,Jack Rime r 
of U. S.A'.. I can pay him no greater compl:i,ment than to .. ·' .. sii::y .... ·t-lla;~ 

,he s'eems~ ' to have an English counterpart in P'eter Gilaer - both 
of them work a'mITzingly qLliok1 y- and t.o the :highest p'oss:ible 
Btandards in bring ing their chosen armies up to the desired lev 

-el. R~oently, Jack sent me what he ca:lls his 'Organisl;rtio~a."l 
Chart t of the German Army for 1870-71. He uses O':bhel portr:n.:t­
figures:' in flats for his persconnlities, having them US' closely­
n s, po S sib 1 e f u 1 f i 1 the i r 0 rig ina 1 r ole s.~ in his tory. 

Ja ck us'es !C:lhance Cards'! in his rules,', to bring him neW! 
anc1 d i ffe r ent 'eventualitiesr: and situations - this is very vita l 
wh en f i gh ting solo games, as many of Ja':c~kts games' are. In 
c 1 0 8 e con j ':, n c tic n w i"li h the s e 'C han ceCa r d s Tis the C h a in 0 f 
COnl f[j [.i:nd th c,'~ t > .. i S ' organisational table lays out. By Jack IS ruJ.'le s:; 
it takes . £l1t ndj l; t nnt or a,'. cO'urier to countermand aon order, 
and when he rid as fr·om Royal Headquarter.,"S to one of the three ' 
ma ina r m i e s:.~ he t a k e s his c han c e son n e va r ' get tin g t 0 his d est­
ination - due to sniping or artillery fire. 

The ~~ench ' , are organis~d in s kindred manner, with Napol_ 
eon rIlrd .. , Bazaine, :Ducrot; McMa.hon et all being rep'resented 
by their Oohelcounterparts. Jack reports that this system ha s 
produced rea l excitement in his gnmes besides~: bujjrding up 0. ' 

gres'ter int &rest in hiS8 oo11ection. 

He still has some units,· to add to his present orga-niza'tion 
to bring it' up to, chart specifications ... particularly I-llEtssa'rs. 
In h ~ s ' hun t , J a c k has ' r e c en t 1 y com e a 'c r 0 s sa'; won d e r f u l' set , of 
p-re-wa~r Ochel KILIA HUSffi8.rs with a ma'gnifioent paint job on 
them~He has bolstered the French forces' vJith s:ome BORIE ca':s'Ct - ' 
ings,} and is working on Franc-Tireurs now, as they are an impo r - . 
ttint part of his Fre~ch organisation; he has s~me fifty of the m 
in action at pres'ent. He intends to design his own Pa-:1pal ,Z'ouav e s:' 
and is g oing to 8'''dd the S~.A.E representation of Gariba:ldi. 

Jack has a justifiable pride in his collection and says 
that repainting all the commercial figures is a man-siz'ed job'-
0.'''8 he s ,pendsGfrom one to two hours on a single figure repaint l 

It cloes seem that there is a cons'iderable amount of scope 
in Jackls methods of organization for those wargame:rr's who like 
t o keep such details'of their force~ and to whom dOCUmentation 
isof great interest. Oddly enough, this; coincides with recen t 
disc ussions by'mail concerning the fairly obviou~fact that th e 
solo wargamer - the man without a regular opponent ... seems to 
del v ,'7 dc, eper into the complexities and organizational aspects 
of h i s aTm. '.te s" He s:ee ms :': nva·riably tobe a" more knowledgea·ble 
man ab o ut t h e g ame Dnd to seek higher levels of rea'li5m - so i t 
appear s that lacking an 0 ppbnen tbring gr.:. ;L t ss own c omp en s:a;t ions I 
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Germe.n Army lB70-719 ---------------":"""'-
ll£.l~:!.J;l~~~E.!.~.@..!. 
King Wilfielm 1 C.I.C~ 

Bismarck~ 
von Mbltke. Chief - General Sta::ff. 

- 'Gan; von Bredow ;.. Oa ,valry Bde Cm'dr. 
Q.a ' r.9..~.Q.2.E.l?i --G-en~ von Pape - em()r of the Guard. 

Gen. VQn Schmet·~ow., 

Gen. v ~Alv e sleb en DI 

Line nl.f,~ 
IJin8 Inf$ 
Jagers. 

o u i r D: s s'i e r s • 
Hussars (1st 
Drago on 8' 
13hlan8 

il.rtillery. 

Hgt) 

Pr in z '. Fr e de; Ka r 1. 

La i b HXi. s s::a r s 
Gd ~Greii.a diers 
Gd; Inf. 
G d « J[l g e r s • 
Gd S:chutzen 
Line Inf. 

G d ~ Cui r a"s s i 'e r 8 • 
Gd. Uhlans (31'd 

Regt)" 

Artillery" 

Direct lines of s~pervision 
or command are denoted by 
connecting lines. Army Omdrs; 
report directly to Wilhelm I. 

Th~se fi*e groups are not 
res e r v e s 1 but may b e a s sd. gn e d 
to any of the three armies. 

CoPrinz.Fred. Gen .. v.Rbon. 
Wilhelm, (Kr:i eg sm in s:t err) 

If.f.2.rm~!. LAN])W EHR. 
~----

Line Inf._ 2nd G.d Land\v. 
Sl:lxon Inf,. Lhndw.Cav., 
Saxon ReitersSiege Arty. 
Saxon Schutz. (2 btya) 

(r@gt 108) 

Wurt ~ InI .. 
Wurt .. Go ,~ 

Gren s. 
lil.i.nt. Uhlan s". 

Naval Boe. + 
Pi on e er s. 
Tra in ' 
Gen d a rmeri-e. 
Ha'nd. 

Nassau Schutz •. 

!3AY ~B! A N _.Q.2.EL§~_ 

~£ n .!..Y..!.!i££!~~ •. 
IJeib Inf; 
Line I11f .. 
Jagers. 

Kura 'ss!i en.s. 
Cheva ulegers .. 

Artillery. 
Siege Battery. 

Braunschweig Inf, (92) 
Bra-un s cll w'eig Eu ssa rs (17) 

Hesrrian ArtillerYq 





~HE ~INIATURE ARMOUR BATTLEFIELD. ---.....,.;-.-_ ........... _------------
Rea'ders of the 1J7argamer:-B Newsletter will remember the series 
bearing the above title that ran for thtee or four months in 
1963. 1\t that time it wa''S greatly regretted by the Editor tha·t 
he was unable to reproduce the most interesting photographs 
that accompani~d the original article in fARMORt magazine for 
S"E:ptember:.·· 1960. It is now possible to remedy that defect and 
i tis hop edt hat the s"e i 11 L1 s t r 8 t ion s will ' b e 0 fin t ere at . tl:o t 
only to t110se who read the original articleru but also to £I,ll 
wargamers. 

All tank unit commanders woul~ like to see an increas~ i~ 
the-flm ~ lJ.nt of field tr:t:r.ining that their units: receive. Howeve r., 
manbeuv er s and exe~cioe~mre costly particularly when 'they 
involve armoured units; because large terrains are required, 
va''-S~ amo11ntS'" of petrol; oil and ammunition together with' a ' 
great m~ / different units. The United gtates !,rmy Armour 
Human S.:)r;:-', ;J rch Unit at Fort Knox believe that they have over c ome 
many of these difficulties wit~ the construction of an indoo r 
tminiature armour battlefield'. 

The model tank shown is a model of the M48A2 built to a 
sr-cale of 1 :25 inches - it is opel~ated by a~ tra:ns~rnitter which 
controls its t .racks; rotation of its~ turret, depression of the, 
gun and actual ftring are controlled by another small box-like 
apparatus. Gun-fire is.:: simUlated by the small high-intensity 
li~ht source a~fixed to the gun barr~l, this will project ~ ba&m 
20-25 foet. Each tank contains photo-electric cells mounted on 
the right and left sddes just below the s::upport-rollers; when 
the concentrated light beam from another tank strikes one of 
the s:e cell pIa t e s , a dis a 'b 1 in g I' e 1 a y i sac t i vat e dan d the tan k 
becomes inoperable - red light showing th~t the tank is hit. 

The larg~r photo shows the whole set-up, with tank crews 
~h their placres working the apparatus setttng their vehicle in 
motion; referees are in position and a technician is:, carrying 
out s~me ~oit of alteration to the terrain or to a ~ tank down on 
the f' 1 a 0 l' • Th e t err a i n i s 7 6 by 28 fee tan d its f e a.!G U I' e s are 
b u i 1 t t 0 a ' s:~c ale 0 f 1: 25 inc h e s; i teo n t a ins va I' i 0 u a~ t y pes 0 f 
natural and man-m8deterrain featu.res such as hills, valleys:) 
rivers, trees, grass, underbrush, boulders, bUildings, houses, 
bridges etc, These are constructed of lightw-eight materials a-nd 
can be place i n any·position on the board to sdmulate aamost 
any type of terrain. By re-S'Stting these terrain features it' 
is possible to make continuo~s any particular problem by runn­
ing it in a series of phases. 

At the opposite end of the movable s~eel platform that 
contains th e tank crews in their five separate compaTtment~is 
a permal1atly fixed pench containing 15 a~ggressor personp.el. 

The entire set-up is said to have cost $24,000~O~ - the 
most expensi~e item being the radio-controlled tanks. 



I\i.iILITA.RY HIS'1'OHY reoord::; the mm.1.y ti:mE:s V .lat the evolution ofa new 
vves.pons system or doctrine 118.8 proved to be the decisive . element on the 
battlefieldo Perhaps one of the g:C'eate~jt im'],ovations and certainly one 
of the least recognised revolved about the figure of John of Trocznow, 
a Bohemian General who has been likenecl. to Napoleon in his daring and 
ingenuity, and. who is given ere o.i t by some for the fall of feudal 
cavalry. 

Born the son of. a YD.inor nO!Jleman, in Bohemia, circa the year 1360, 
John of' '}'roc2',:now "\vas brought up amid the mediaeval splendour of the 
court at }'::::'o.gue 0 There is little aeCOlL1J.t of his early life, but it is 
Imovm that he lO~3t his right eye during childl100d, and was thereafter 
la10vm as Jar;. Ziska (the one eyed one). 

Ziska lef.t }='rague to serve V{enceslas IV, the king of Hungary , with 
whom he :orobably became acquainted at the court in Prague 0 .He served 
as the king 7 s hunter for a nUY:lber of ye13.r[-:; and when fighting broke out 
between the :nobles -vvho supported the king and those who did not, Ziska 
joined a band of' guerrilla forces on the side of the king 0 

During this period (1389-1408), Ziska learned the art of war as 
conducted. by- s:mall units against overwhelming odds. This experience 
1;"JI:)'S to prOiT8 of great "value to h:ll11 later' ,1'1h811 his O'\I\1n troop,s faced con­
stant nu.m.erical ,sl).pel'iori ty. 

In J.409, Ziska was hired. for an expedition to help the l<::ing of 
I)oland against the rl'eutonic I<illights 0 It was then that he became a 
leader of men, [:Phe accounts shOl."1 his name VlaS on the rolls as a Czech 
officer 0 In this position he fou.ght in the battle of Grunwald-Tannen­
berg. There are indications that he participated in the battle of 
Orecy- · also. At any rate there can be l .ittle doubt that during this 
J)eriod he observed, first hand, vJhat .a combination of a defensive 
barrier (dismounted men. at arms) and firepovver (long bovv) could do to 
undiseiplined :rnec1iaeval cavalry , At the termine.. tion of hostilities 
Zisk[1, I"etu2)2::~ (l_ to :ere.gue u.s an officer of the palace guard 0 

~t 't"l '" .. , '1 t Z· , , ~ , _L \IIl8.S n.01:, D..l1.l_, .rns . .LE'c1:.cr ye1;:1.:1:'8 0_1.a lSKa came ll1CO prOlYllnenCe 
as the scourge of Central E ... :t:cope, With the coming of the Hefol'mation, 
~f:: t1.~:ope , fOUjld..,. it, f) 0;:~:t' C'~lvided ~nto two armed camps 0 One of the leading 
'; '~ 8 TOrJ:lllst f:l , ci c) .i.n 1 .t!uss, Cfwle :r'ront the. same area that Ziska called home 
t1YlCl they becaI:la friends. Zii:tlra became an ardent admirer of Huss and a 
:'.870-ced i'ollov;er of his teechings 0 Huss seemed to be just the man for 
~-:'Jiska who VIas pal"'-cioularly embi tterec} by -elle seduction of his sister 
v';2. ich cF.l.u,:)ed 11i1:'n to heve li.ttle use for the other camp 0 Wnen Huss was 
b D:'l1ed Cit tIle ?Jtake, Ziska too};: a vow to avenge the death of the man 
he E.u1mired 0 
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.0,'/ J __ v':"'v V.I. -,-,OiJ.O:"~~ .. '. ' .~ ~:- ., _i ~0r a'C i:.acK1"romth.e Papal 
forces for being he.retics. Bohemie. was divided. into two groups, the . . 
Moo.erates vvho controllec~ thrj ' Praglle 8_rea , and the Tabori tes under Ziska .• 
Al though these tVJO groups were mutua11y supporting against the cornmon ­
enemy, later develop:ments V\!8re to pit them against each other. 

Witr.l the death of HUSB, Ziska had rallied his followers and estab­
lished a fortress at Tabor (hence the name Taborites). The average 
Bohemian soldier of the day was poorly equipped and trained. Most of 
them were peasants vvhb hEe d neYE.~r seen a crossbO'w or a mace and. few had 
been in batt1e. Ziska set out to reotify this situation 'with the mini­
mum of wa:3ted time. He reO,.uireo_ of his soldiers and officers the ut­
most in o.i~3cipline and devotion, and he set the example through endl ess 
work. 

Ziska had noted that wagons had been used in warfare by a number "" 
of countries (Hussia was one), and set out to irllprove on 'thi.s concept. 
Previously t h e wagon had been used as a defensive barrier to j;n'otec1:; 
its occupants from attack, A number of groups had used them I?-uch as 
our OWD. Western settlers did to form a circle for defence. Zlska, 
being the forward looking individual that he was, determined .~~at th~y 
could also be effectively utilised in offensive operations 0 vhth thlS 
in mind he set out to train s'Pecial crews for his wagons. His drivers 
were taught to form squG.r(-)s, rectangles, circles, or triangles on a 
given signal and under virtually all conditions. Each wagon had a com­
plement of about 20 ,soldiers, and every soldier had Ilis O\!vn particular 
position and. Dissiono Wi-Gh this concept Zi.ska started making local 
rai(1s1'ro111 Tabor Which proved to be highly successful. 

With the flush of victory and added strength derived through the 
capture of enemy 'weapons ~ Ziska ctecided to extend his operations e To 
this elld, he discarded tile oonventional wagons (obsolescence being a 
problem in the l.<:lth century also) and. started to construct new combat 
wagons built specifically to fight with. These medieval predecessors 
to the t ank De~e built of solid, heavy slabs of WOOd, reinforced with 
iron a!ld leatiher. IThe sides 'were generally about chest high and were 
pierced "vi t h slots for firing bows and hand-guns. Accounts indicate 
that about one third of Ziska! s men were armed with handguns at this 
time. 111::. i 8 SeeTJS like a high percent for the time; the actual figures 
were probably on theorder of one out of every five or even fewer. rrhe 
wagons 'weI'S drawn by heavy drr:J_ft horses and were outfitted with chains 
to link thoE together vlhen under attack. Of the twenty warriors as­
Signed to each veldcle, half veere pikemen who defended betweel'i the 
wagons whi18 the other half poured fire on the enemy from the medieval 
tanks 0 In 8_ddi tion to the Armored Infantry, Ziska employed. medium and 
heavy Artillery mounted on square carts and also in some of the wa gons. 
,\,'T' ..1.1 t1' d " • , 0 1 f' • hId h '1 ' • b' ~nG.ll .1lS a .u_l'Glona_ ::"lrepower .e cou _ UI'_ rOCKS welg . .Llng up to one 
:r:undre .~L pO~J.:nc3.s . at .. the Em.emy. rl'his A.rtillery was composed of rock throw­
J.ng cEnapu.LtiJ, and iron cannons firing stone cannon balls. How8\rer 
all of t h i s iva.s not enough. r1'rue to the combined arms concept, Zi ska 
employed (1_ ~IGlall group 01' highly traineo_ Cavalr;ymen who rode with his 
combat. 'ws.gon tr8,ins. With this well trained, viell balanced combat 
team Zl SJ:ca '!,\lQC; to defeat virt;l1ally a ll foes 0 Often f'acing armies of UP 
to 2~0, O()?, J ds own ,Army never exceeded around 25 000 troops. rrhe es-­
sentull chf:t'ererLce betvJE-:en the Bol'leY!'!l [lYlS and thei~ foes 1 R:V i'l 2 is kr=~ 1 s ap-)reOl' "' -:-1 , .. ,'1 r--f' Y ', ~'\ .:' J '..1-~ ,_ .. ., .. .. ; .-. --- . - - .. • '-':-' J. _J c~ 

, 1 - 'C:, , !., _ _ 'L u~ " '.O ,,~J. ll,v.,r, lJ.lCllnlng, and A.rmor-protected flrepower . 
,.. . ... '. ~ . • il. • • 
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. Tn:-; D.S\.l£L~. forma~ion consisted of eitner one of the v'/Gil rehearsea. 
geometrlc conI'lgul"atlons or a battle line of W8.,'?on forts aCI'OSS the 
t~ ..L.. .. , (-)-~ 

. rOEl> , ·OLW:;TLGn or ArtillerT in the gaps and cava1-ry on the vli'inf}'C< r oft .".. t-1 " ". _c +." 1 'I ~ ... 1 ~..!-~ 0 ,- - - ..... --: ~ ".}.. - -' 6~ 0 

A. e .L J.1e lIn ,-,J.a.!.. aSSaUl."G oy IAe enemy cavalry, whlch VJas their chief' 
concern, the Bohemians Im.mched a counteratto.ck on the disorganised 
enemy and gave no qU8.:i::'ter. . 

Ziska WD.S inspired by tvvo things, the death of Huss and the desire ­
to unitG l1iG cOlmtry. fl'hG fervour of his troops e·v-entually inf1icted 
terror into thE'; hearts of their enemies, and armies often disappeared 
at the sound of the 11ymn shlging HU3Si tes. 

Six major crusades wore la"L1l1ched against the troops of Ziska and 
each one vvE1s decisively repulsed. 'rhe nu.:merous minor campaigns that 
they fought were always terminated in a Hussite victory. Ziska, who 
was 64: when the campaigns began, lost his left eye as he was directing 
an attack on a castle at Haby near Glattau, the result of a splinter 
k:i1.och:ed of'f' a tree under which he was sitti.ng on his horse. A1th011gh 
blind in both eyes, he continued to direct all operations throuQh the 
eyes of his subordinate commanders and his own intimate Im.owledge of 
the terrain of his country and the surrolmding areas, much of "I:\1hich he 
had. fought on before. 

r:ehe I-Iussites eventually gained such proficiency that thev attacked 
int? Hungary, J\.us~ria, Si18sia, Saxony, Bavaria, Thuringia, and Fran­
con~.a. By thls tUlle, they had becorne 30 well versed in the art of 
moblle warfaT'o that they could ride into the midst of attackinp armies 
b " " " ". ., . " b J • 1 - . 0 . ·.:;1ore IOI'Ilnng -GneJ..r a C-G e .Llnes. :.' , 

Theforw~.r(i l~o'icingtactics of th'eHU:~~i i"es, neve~ really grasped by 
their ' foes, gave them an aura of imrincibili ty that saved theI?- the 
trouble of fighting a number of potential battles. The opposlng com­
manders lacking the abil5.ty to enforce discipline, could not keep a 
fighting force in the line to stand up against them. His tactics were 
obviously centreo_ on a mobile defensive-offensive, and employed the 
modern oonoept of movement in .Armored personnel carriers. 

Ziska died on 12 October 1424, the victor in 11 major and n~~erous 
. no -no; gn'-' Hl' s 1'0] ..... ces never· suffered defeat under his leac1er:ship TIll__ r Call1y<:.c ... ,:o ~.>:; • 

and his name remains as tho name of a town and a m01Ll1tain in the area 
that he def'ended. It 'was not u:ntil long after his death that the 
YI\I\!E:genbergs?l or wagon towns v.Jer-e defeated, and then they fell to other 
Bohemians 0 After the Hussi te wars, Bohemia split into tli'JO oppOSing 
groups and eventually a test of arms came Cl.bout. Ziska! s com:manders " 
divided thelJlselves, and they made the f'atal error of not realising where 
the trl.lG strength of" the concept lay. 'The a bili ty of' the Hussi te troops 

• • -I - t .j" • -'1 • '·.1-11 ~ to galll Cc VlC cory .Lay 0 a grea G eX"Gen"G ~n ulsorganlslng li __ e enemy, 
using the inherent Armor }Jrotectoc1 firepower of their vehicles, and 
following u:p wi tIl a powerful cOlmter-attack. l1'he moderates realised 
this and too h:: advantage of it by feigning retreat. Vftlen the Hussi tes 
saw them. retreating, they left the battle formation for the pursuit 0 

Shorn of their Armor protection they livere out off from their .:primarv 
Wef, T)O~-'"'::; f-( " ,-(~+. Gn 8 14 r'l r'lpf'.(?c:,+.At'l 



I i-,' "p i:] "Go1;01ieve that a general of the fourteenth century 
c .>ulcl I'80 Dg :::J.L3 C and utilise the combined arms concept so effectively. 
Ziska's realisation of the inherent capabilities of mabile, Armor pro­
tected. firepower uti1ised vr1.th the combined arms concept ene.bled him to 
COllLrnand a powerful, 'livell organised, well trained, supremely confident 
force, the likes of 'which it hafJ taken the Western powers over five 
hundred years to recognise, develop, and put into the field. 

The important lesf~on to be learned from this slice 0'1' history ,is 
that a forward looking cO:mrD1:l.nder who appreciates the combat i)Q1ver of 
an integrated combat team baserl on mobility: and Armor protected fire­
power .and_l~_5L<?£TI._:t.~_~~_."J."!i.?_JJ.:~i.1?~.:L~gB'§. is a tough man to deal with in 
any age. ' 
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ARE WARGAMERS GREGARIOUS ? --------------------
In the last four years there have been three Wargamefts Conv­

entions - two lasting over a weekend ~nd one a single day. Other 
than that there does not seem tp be any record of organised and' 
advertised gatherings of wargamers in Great Britain" at any rate. 

This seems rather surprising, because ' w'argaming is a hobby 
that needs more than one person to adequately PQrsue~and if there 
are large groups in an area then"it seems obvious that the chances 
of ' regular games are more likely. NeVertheless, and in spite of the 
fact that there are known groups of wargamers in ce~tain localities, 
there have be~n no other orga~isedmeetings except those held in 
Southampton - surely the most lively of the English ~argaming towns! 

Conventions are great fun - they enable the novice ~o see how 
the experienced wargamer goes about things, th e y enable even the 
veteran to learn something from his fellows - but, more than that 
they give the opportunity for an exchange of ideas, a stimUlation 
and an encouragement to branch out in other fields Bnd periods. 

How about some of the other localities organising meetings? 
What about the Huddersfield group, the Birmingham boys, those in 
Liverpool and London - how about getting together ~nd having one 
of these meetings? It can take mnny forms - a good idea is to have 
it organised around n iBring-and_Buyl sale, where wnrgamers bring 
along their old and unwanted figures, terrain, books, plates etc and 
retufn home with their arms full of things that they do want - we 
hope] Demonstration battles can be fought - favourite rules and 

~ tactics displayed and onels armies shown off to admiring eyes. 

It doesn't have to ba an expensive business, because to these 
local affairs obviously only relatively local people will come so 

' that they won't need a large hall - just find a member with a big 
house and get on the right siae of his wifeJ Mention oan be made i n 
SOLDIER Magazine of the evedt, the local Press are usually helpful 
Bnd the word spreads around. The Wargamers Newsletter will give al l 
possible publi.city to any such events. But be wary of organising 
the gathering around one huge battle i~ which about five generals a 
side wage cumbersome war with about 15,00 troops - in the sad and 
regretful experience of the writer - the bigger the battle the bigger 
the b 0 r e. Un ve you eve r - f 0 ugh tin a war gam e w her e itt 0 0 k 1 tho u r s t 0 

move each side - I havel 



:letcher Pratt, the famous 

.merican historian and the 

~ventDr of the naval war 

arne that ~ears his name~ 

:.o .. ~ • 



FTIE1'CHER: :PRA1'1'~S: NAVAL VfARGAME. 
~--"'---------------------

1'hi,8" wa,s a game that flourished in the D.S' from 119297 unti'~ 
the end of World \Val' T.w'o; on the surfaoce its:: rules' and its:' 
organisation appear highly oomplex but it c!;l"llg ht the fa:ncy,' of 
thous8n d ~ of people and it W~F played allover the oountry. 

Fletc'he-r Pratt was a writer and a nava-l exper::t, bef'ora? til&. 
died in 1'956 he h8;7c] written some 60 boaka,: ab o ut naval and mil~ 
ita'ry affairs - inoluding the wonder:ful AmericanCiviIj War te xt 
boo k 0 RD Ell. L BY FIR E. 0 ned a y i i:1 19 29, b 0 red by po k era n d craw s 
he and a group of maritime-minded friends' dec iided to invent a: 
naval war-game. ,T.hey bought a diVision or two of model shi p s:, 
pushed'back t he f'urniture in Pratt's living room and set to 
ga'ming .. 

By the time the:;y vrere done, they had'- come up' with the ruloeJl 
, -for a mammo,th contest that required up to 60 people on a Slide} 

8' large ballroom 'bo play in and vas.ii f'leet st of accur~tely s::caled: 
ai1ips::, and the l'Taval Wa'r College s::Jtar-ted s-ending down eXpel"ltSl 
to take less~ons .. 

. J?ratt IS most limited of limited warS" was essentially sim-I 
ple. There wer:e fleetsc' of model shipS", each commanded by an 
admiral; each ship in each fleet had a captain. The captains ' 
marioeuver-ed around the f'loor under the direotion of the admir­
al, steaming ax scale speeds - a 30-knot s:hip could move s:o 
many inches: a turn, a 20-knot ship two-thirds that diS:tance 
and s-o on. All the ships w0l11d move at the same time. Pra:tt ' 
blew a whis~le, every'bodymoved ana then another whistle ann­
ounced that it was tiIDe to stop moving and srlia;rt shooting" 

Sb.:ooting was the key to the operation, and it gave P:ra'tt 
and his assistant inventors the most trouble. -They tried a,111 
sorts- of' metha:ls; aiming fla(~'hlightir, firing toy-cannon at ea=c h 
other, even retiring to anoth e r room and .whangi,ng'away with'a::ir 
pistols at 'battleship victur e s; pasted on the wall. Finally, 
they contriv e d a paper arrow with a metal-headed arawing prn 
at eaoh end. , liJhen you were a ship-captain and it was~ time to 
shoot, you s:prmv/'led on the floor, lined up the pins on an 
enemy ship, tried to guess how many inches away the enemy shill: 
was and w:rote that estimated range on a handy p-ad of' pa:per. 
After everybody had finished moving, Pra'tt - who wa~s too gOOd 
at the game and usually headed a board of referees - would go 
arOlHl.Q with' n big tape-mea:-sure mems:uring out the $:hots and p-u t .;.. 
ting a geld-tee · upside down on the f'loor to s~imulate shell:: s:.p1 -

< ashes i'':''r miss'ss. A siD.tis.f'aetory-lookirig cardboard prrinted wi ::th:' 
rolling, b lack oily clouds show e d a hit. 

",Thene wn~ 0. vas-t 
er OI eo. ch sh~:p: (Gc,;': 
Z5A V + M) Sf'l + T • . 

f'or:r:l.l 1a' f~.r oa-lculttting the f~hting p'O W':" 
x CTl'j + Gc x Gn t + lOTT + IDA + IDA f f + 



There DeTe also elabora~e tables for telling each captain ~hBt 
had happened to his ship when the turnl~ shooting waB over. 
There were other devices for torpedoing, laying smoke screens' 
and shooting down airplanes, but most of-the erudite calculrtt­
ions 'were made ·by Fratt and his referees.; It rea-lly took juff't 
a -good eye for oj.stance and an old pair of pantS'; to qualify 
for a floor command in Pratt'$ game! 

As a- result, Pratt IS battles attnacted ao clientele rang-
ing from pro:f.essional nnval of f icers to pretty girls~ S-ome of 
the girls were extremely combative, and the first night I ll-J.ay- ~ 
ed the game I found myself snlvoed at s :hort range by a :: redhe a a 
in slacks commanding a Chines-e torpedoboat. "1111 get you yet, 
wiseguy!! she sa -id, unsmiling, as she chas'ed me behind a - basttre 
-shiJ? The naval officers::, on the other hand, tended to emesh 
thems~lves in the intricaci~s of their profession, and were 
a 1 way s get tin gin tot r 0 ub 1 e • My f 0 n d e st me m 0 r y 0 f my Sa t u r d a :sr 
night s'ervice with Pratt came with the commono of my own torJ?-
eaODoat. A regular-Navy commander, fresh from Pa:::-cifi-c des:tr..o Y-
ers, a.-teered smartly down the floor with his model destroyer s . 
He executed a snappy starboard turn and ran smack into 12 of 
my torJ?edoesJ He looked on, slack-jawed; as~ they came and t o ok 
away"his ships~ and then he got up and walked out of the bal l ­
room. 

By the time it got refined, P:ea -ttls game was so like real 
naval battles that its players liked to tryout actual fleet 
actions from history to mnke sure the right side had won. It-
almost always turned out that the right side had. Sometimes , ' 
however, Pratt would experiment with battlesr before they hap p .... 
ened, and in one celebrated case he pitted the German J?ocket­
battleship GRAF SPEE against three small British cruia-ers. The 
Btitish won, ana everybody decided there had been B' mistake and 
forgot about it. Then the same thing haJ)pened in the rea~l fight, 
and PI' B't t t, s P layer's l' e act e d Vi i t ha w 8 IN h6 nth e y rea 1 i sed t hat t ~ 
ey had been right and the experts wronga 

During the war the game caught on allover the country. It 
Was"" played by National Reserve Officer CCdnt Units in gymnas:iums; 
- one in BUffalo, had spectators, r efresil1nents, a band a-nd a bi&; 
SfC 0 reb 0 a r d t 0 s how IV how a s get tin g s un k • S P 1 in t erg r 0 ups p 1 aye d­
it ih living-~ooms and on table-tennis tables; three days after 
Iwo Jima fell, some Marines started a game in a Q'uonset hut; 
and after Jap8n surrendered, some occupation peollle staged a · 
battle on the floor of the Diet (Japanese Hpuses of Parliament) _ 

Pratt published a book about the game - long out of print 
- and the New York group met regularly in Caravari H~11, a~ big 

ballroom on Eas:t 59th Street. Everybody J?ut 25c into a kitty 
to defray ballroom rent and beer, ana the games often slugged 
long into the night. With great fleets fighting monthlv, s:upp-
lying s'ttfficUmt ship models was always a problem. Pra:tt used 
to have mOdel-building parties at which whittlers carved out 
whole class~s of tiny warships in a night~ Another problem ~ms 
the v ~ 1 n era b i 1 i t y 0 f b a1 s ''llr- woo d bat t 1 e s hip s tot h e hUm an f 0 0 t , 
and man y bran c h war gam e S' l' e qui red p 1 aye r s tot a k e 0 f f the i r 
sh De s! 

- If-<;? .-



~h e game flourished until 1946, then - partly because of 
rising ballroom rents, partly because Pratt had s~ ~any book~ 
going and mostly because Pratt I s" players had had srtlch a:. belly:.;. 
ful}" of real life-sized WB'r - it sllccumbed. There are still] a 
few groups playing today, s~me are said tobe in' England, b ut ' 
nothing survives' on the s";@le of those big, post-midnight clas­
hes of mighty fleets~ in a - big ballr;oom - great battle::s'in which 
men were men ana light cruisers were s:even inches longl 

(Reprinted from an arti"cle-by Paul Ma-ndel in SPORTS ILLUSTRAT­
ED for December 18th 1961). 
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With the to yshcps B~ounaing in brilliantly conc~ived aria 
t~~n ed ou ~ p lsst i c k its that make-up into scale models ' of j ust 
about all t ~ B ~ a ll kno wn ai=craft 8 ~ d ~hi~s i~aginable, it does 
'" e' e' m' 0 n ',' '" 'r' l' OJ 1, .;, Co ,':- ., , t f", ';!" '" + . ' I n 0 k a '::" -:- 1" "'''''1 ;".'l '0 a S J; o· h' - 0 reI s e o c.;, C)" Vi _ :,A. ..L.. ,,0 ,_ 1 \.~ ' ''' f..J "'~ "-" .j ~ t~ I.) - '" ".!. ,' J J. ...... ~ I ~ b 

~ucc~mb to the lure, mp k a them up Bnd ~hen leave them to just 
accumUlate dust on a Bhelf~ 

T'he playing of wargeses with these models is) the answer,:", 
Jletcher Pratt would ha v~ given his eY9-teeth to have been able 

. to lay his hands on th6sB ffio1els - bu~ he had to make his own! 
Most of us go steely-eyed on d look at th e far distant horizon 
when we consider neval batt :e s. I suupo se its a part of our 
national herit2ge - how mu ch b~tte~ to fulfil ourselves and to 
command fleets on the h i gh- rrg as and ~ a nquer or die in' the attemptl 
They co n be ~ ri ~emao J r b~ ~9mas of ~ha Grs~kB a nd Romans, g a ll-

' eases ,' [;tId gil l~ .. '78' :c. .3 c i' t :."1 9 S::;:';::ni sh /, '; -r;; & (1 1:' pa:r:I. o 5 , ships of the 
line - t hree-deoke rs - of ~alson!s deyz. the tiny MONITOR and 
MERRIMAC 0 2 11 r~:!" :i"p: h-t 'tb ~;ir t'';'Pio :')Diit13 , e:nly ::'r onclads may be 
inc 0 n g r u 0 U EO i, !.', D ';' N J :l :r ;"E~ 2 ? l-}, :<: t l~, e y :f i. is l,~; ',v ~.; 11, n nat hen wee 0 m e 
to World War O~8 - wou l t ~: ~ y c ~ 1 ! ~ 8 ~ a make up your own mind 
who won at <Tut L11'1 d? A 11 C t Y., ':If):''~ '2. c ot::' l' :,:1. -i;':'H) 1:' 8 i 8 the a. d d e d and 
singular fascinati on of ~ J rc r2ft flyi~g ~ ff ca rr i ers; of the 
hunt for the Bismark, t he cb <.l s:tng oX r8idf.' :c ;;'3 and submarines. What 
a, vista this spreads before one I s ey"JsJ 

Air games seem difficult to carry out - you are quite 
correct-they are! But there are so ma ny different and highly 
ingenious methods of making them perform ov er the battlefield 
that it is almost unbelievable. Like the waX's:hips, the aircraft 
can very ably be fitted into 8 6a mpaign on land, using armie s 
in active 0ccperetion with them Q ~h cr ~ era scores of really 
first-ol usG ida~ 8 p0ss~ bl o i n this ~l s 1G of co mb ined operation$ 
- of C ~~I) rs p .. ! V" -,: ':, ': ;, ) ,) ,::: l ;: ( , ::,' :!~"'.:; [I n:? ' ::" pe r 1, o(l ;, ,J ::"'3 restricted to 

~~ !:! r ; ~r~ C ~ : ~ ~8 ~i~ ~ ; ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~~ l ~a:~r~; ~ ~;~ d o;A~rg:!~interest 
With "i; c (~ :j,,' ~ ,/i:il '.1 ':::' l :: 28E, i s teno e of 7!1 0 8 0 111iernational war­

garners who f u blr2sdy f i g ht ~i th sh i ps a nd airc~eft , two books 
have been writ~aft by Don Featherstone on the subjects of air 
and sea w8rgames. 





'1'11ii3 l.~~ an CLCCOUl1t, of a modern war game fought bet'ween Brian 
DE.txtor uH6 D:D.l Gunson when Bill paid a flying visit to Germany about 
eighteen montLs a go. HuJ_es used were a Illodii'ie(l version of Carl Reav­
"1 ,."y" ? '" -t,,"10c'1""-r;"I'l " ' I'-'-J"O"'l1""n C 1" 11 e.Q P'" nolished not long aQ'o in War Game Dig,est 0 ... !-o 0 .1.l, Jt.'.J .1_ ~ ;.- <'...I. _ t'.:::c.. ... _~ ,.v . l... __ \.)) ...... ~ a 

TIle Nord.l::u:u:l EU'~:~!.Y IfICH3 alerted enrly on the morning of 28 September, 
1961, wht:i :CL the O_Ylti.-·\J8stE;} .. ~n . proiJagan<'la lJrocldc.'1sts of Ost,land Radio an­
nounced that " the tiJ~ilG dro.ws n eCT when :tCronlo.ndi.a (a disputed_ border 
are8~ ) will be liberated by the glorious foroes of the Peoples Hepublic 
of · OEltlanc1". }Pull scnIe mobiliGc.rt,ion ""WIG begun when m;r officials failed 
in their attempt to find Q peaco:.Cul solution 0 But before the NordlcLnd 
army could deploy the OstLmd foro e s struck. 

Air attn c k:s soon reduced border to"'i:'\TnS to ruins and in the wake of 
the air attQcks C1.11.11G probing attacks f1.CrOSS the border by arm.oured 
col~lIrrns. One E:u"mouI"ed reconnnicDanee column, after a brief skirmish 
I'd tll. border 1)01io8, prsSEwC\ on towa ra.E.l the important rail junction of 
Nustedt. 

A vva~L'nillg VliE:;::; r c cei \Ted from the boro.er police nnc1 the village was 
occupied by the only Nordland forces in the area, a militia unit of 4 
sections of infe.ntry wi tIl [;l Hegll1 'lr army' commander and support weapons 
section (oIle :mortc r and. one mecU1JY!l. TIle.chine gun). Also attached were 
four engineer!3, tliVO Border :Police Dnimlc:::, Armoured cars and a section 
(t·\VO guns) of ::~. Regular arLlY ;:}elf-l'ropellecJ. Anti-Tank Battery. 

Minor :t'ortifications J.:u~:l(5. been begun previou.sly and the main (East) 
road into the village "vas blocked by a concrete and. steel barrier. The 
West road hrl.(~. no barrj_er a s l.t petere cl out soon nfter lea ving the 
village c.nd. beCOJIle a track suita ble only for jeeps. 

0118 militicl. [::.lection occupied the pillbox and barrier, one sot off 
to occupy ..t~llG outlying i1house :511 , cmel.. the remaining secti.ons, one in a 
I'equis:Ltio:nc cl cattle trUCk, moved dOV;;11 the Wef:lt road. to form a road 
block whero tho road. na1'rOV,(8. One arln.oureCi. car 'was sited behind the 
be.r r ier. J:he Ot.hOl~ su:pport (:; d the move dow.rt t.ho ,vest road. One SP A tk 
gun was si tfJ d by h OUE:1 8 1, and.. t h e s8COno. in the gap' betvveen houses 1 and 
2, which wa f3 lc.teJ' to be come; the scone of much fierce fighting. 

The enemy, hoping to find t l::.f.; vil1ng!::;) ml0ccupiec1, moved Elwiftly 
(lO':'{'£.l the :J."oa c1 b ofol' O the defencling ~;~'orces had finished cleploying. 'Their 

,..) ~orce;3 cor'lpr~,sed. one SCO'ut cr;r, thro: heQvy 0 Qrm.oured ?ars (Panhard), 
101..11' 8.r rD.oUI'e d. pers onnG} car:C le~rs, O(~C1:l carryJ_ng a sectlon of a8so.111 t 
troopers, nn el. [1. s c1f-propelled heavy mortar. 

The SCot1.t car, mo-,ring dovVll -:~he track . towards the footgridge, was 
c."i..est:royell ~l t. '!OJ.:y long range by- an SF A tk gl.1n. 'rhe enemy, DO'.'\T alerted, 
co" -'l d ~ -w .LOVil8\,LO\·,;n e,EO oegan to seek out the oppo,gi tion. They SOOl1 found it 
1;vh::l!l the Daim:!..er OIl the west road. ,1 sank!! o.n 'APe as it tried .. to cross the 
river. l)"'irDt Nordlano oHsuaJ.ty Wo.i3 this Daimler brewed up by the 
loacling l)anlJero. tiriJJ.g its heavy ?5 mm. gun frorl1 the East-- 1'08(10 



Engineers "Vvho lli0Vt:;\.l: ,;':"' ..... U. , :..:..:.·"";:uu.... ... i.~ ·-~e.o~c:i.on to 'hoUSE> ;S ' had' Bu\:;,· 

c 80sfully blooked the road with a tree and a telegraph pole, so the 
enemy 8.rmo1..1.1"o(.\ 08.:£'8 tried to cross ' behind house 3 and enter the village 
by the west TOCle.o .As the l(:xJ.CJing IJanho.rd emerged from behind house 3, 
the lust iilCH!. of' the Ill:Llitia sectio:n oem.rpying it was just running aeross 
the open grom10. to the;; hOli8t:;. As luck would have :L t, he vV'ore the 
s1"lecial bad!;:"" OYl hi S ':'Ol~(:' "'.1'';''" n t ' + 1'1(-> ~":::;"1'1+.SOT'J···1 ·1 '_.,.r.>")~\i (·l-h-i.8 ",101"0- c'omes' .r: ' \..,..i'-" 01. _ _ . k·..... _ 0 _ , ,/ L. .. ~. -1. .. _ ... ../ rt.. v .... _ .... ,., ~- L " ... .I.. U I __ ~ U.-b ..... .1........ LJ .... \> ~_ V\I .... _ _" 

from the NOJ:'CiJ .. anci lo.n i'i;·Llcg8 ; Gny I'si30!!lblcmoe to GermEm is co-incidental ~) 
or t CLllk hUl1ter c Each ,s e e~(jL)n has its tC.nk J:rLl.n ter, who carries Energa k 
i .. - Jl'~1-- • . - ". ~ t.. "f·:1 :1 1 '" t' 0 1-1 jK grenades. ·.LUS cnc.p I 1li . co. ann .: 11'0(1. 0. gl'Gnao.e ,.)e1ore .. ne Sou. anders 

1 .. . +., t .L. • • • ~ l' I~ . h . COU" .. Cc sW1ng une -'u1're v IilLlotnne gun TOWCtJ:CcEi ..:nm. ilS -grenade 1 t the 
turret, putting tho vehicle OlJt of [Lotion for some time. 

~ehis success was short-lived aS enemy assault troopers began to 
dismount an(:L attack b.ouse 3. IThe section there was forced to withdraw 
vIi tll hefJvy los seE; • As the enemy occupied the building it became t he 
t,arget of the Nordland mort21.I' and was nearly flattened by the end of the 
bnttle. 

As it became clear that the enemy were moving across to enter the 
western side of the village the SP gun by house 1 moved forvvard to sup­
port the t\.'-!O militia sections on the west road. As it moved out of the 
cover of houE,e 1 it i;vas a.estroyed by one of the Panharcls attacking from 
house 30 fJ.1he second S1-' gun moved through the gap [ul.d came into action. 
110 bloc~;: tr.!.e VJ8st road a tree was felled by house 1. 

The situation soon became critical ClS the enemy succeeded in brew­
ing up ·the other Dc.imler behind. the barrier. .1:\. heavy attack developed 
in the f).rea of the gop 0.[-'> aS~38.ul t troopers with covering machine gun 
fire from their APCs r:mo. tv'VO Fanharc1s tried to force their way into the 
v:U.lage. f.rhe cltte,ck VJal3 broken up by flanking fire from the mili tis., 
entrenched nov!, 011 tl2.e west road. One I1anhfl.rd and one AFC fell to the 
N. Tordl .. ,-na ~;F-' g-"';--' bPI<'O:C'E' ]" -1- .: n +urrl' -,IT-:'S dc>c<t'~oiTed ... .. ~ .J.J . ..L..~ ""-' -~u. ..... _ '-/ oJ __ w J.. .... _ U . \1.'--"-. 0 1-;; J.J.. d 0 

Ul18.wo.rc thnt all the Nord.land henvy support weapons were destroyed 
nnd seeing only' his own heavy losses in men, the enemy witl1d.rew to be­
hind house 3 juet Cl.t the point 'when he might easily have taken the 
"'"lil.lage 0 

Just n s the rJord.lnnc1 cOllIl]][mder was preparing to withdraw his for­
ward troops r:md. vves I?G :Lghing up the possibility of withstanding another 
armoured om31ought, long awaited re-inforcements begnn to 8.rri ve . gut 
help WilS co:dng too for the enemy. 

- 5:1-
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c:, ,;3 l. ", _" ,,:, ;),;:' tl:i'e 1st NordlandAIfborne Battle Grou.p (an HQ and 4 
boctiolls 'xi tL ;) ecnti tank guns) motored into the villo.ge from the ail'­
strip, rrn Ost.Lmd c..rmoured inf'c.ntnr company was moving on the vill age -
over 50 men in APCs. 

The a irborne troops, distinctj,ve in their eamouflnge Ul1iforms (3 
c'olours end E)(Jm,3 pe.intlng job) moved into Qction quiekly, anti tank gQl1S 
to the fore 0 One (3 ~oou:o.d.er was sited behind the barrier, one in t he gap 
and one in reserve ne~-:->,:;.> the V;T8St roo,d . A bCJ.z,ookQ team Glso moved up to 
~Ghe barrier. The need. tO T' this f:':lQon b8ccme c..ppo.rent [J,S the enemy ' re­
inforcementi:::i were s een to inc11),o.e tl,/O more n.rmoured cc~rs o.nc1 the one 
do.mo.ged en:cly in the b8.ttle vms nmv lYtttleworthy again. 

SPOl't.1c1ic fighting and mortG:C fire hp, (1 reduced the strength of the 
militia OIl the west rond to nbout one section. One of the four a i r­
borne sections wc,s sent to re-inforce them, but WQS soon forced to 
wi thdrnvv under heavy fi:ce. 

A neVi o.ttc.ck wns mn.cl.e f:com house 3 by su:cvi ving Ostlcmd Qssllul t 
troopers, but wc~. s repulsed by ai:cborne 'croops Qncl the militin MIVIG . 
'rhereafte:c the essaul t troopers were never strong enough to make an 
inclependant Qttncko But the fre[:~h Ostland infnntry were. 

First c':. di\rers iOl1a I'Y [',-etc.cle WO.S YDnc1e on the pillbox by an APe 
nnd a section of infnntry 0 The bn2joolm teo.m at the barrier demolished 
tl1e APe, 0.11(1 rnen in the pillbox wiped out cmy survivors from it. But 
c.l1 this 1Nas of little consequence. The Yl18.in attack was building up in 
the Qrea of the gap. Infantry att[~ c}dng from house 3 over-ran the (3 
pound.eI' in the gc,p before it COl.Ile. fire a shot • Although this sor tie 
was re~9ulsed by -ene fLirborne Ctna. militia troops in houses 1 and 2, the 
101'3. 0. was flyin8too fast nnc1 fllrious for the gu.'1 to be retnken. 

De "" l' "'lO'lr'g' +1-1",+ t,hr:., vi.L-'lf~ 28 was still strongly held, . the enemy d 
,t'I,-'u t iJ .l.~ u" ',v __ v - " ."-' ' f· d'd 

COlrill"Llnd~;;' s~JTveying his preponderence o~ ermour:. ~lnd In· an'~ry, ,.."eCl e 
on · 0. m.:U:-:lslve attack iIl the centre to spIlt the Nordland 1'01 ces o.nd 
fOJ:'ce a way through the village 0 

Before trl.e reSGrve A t):-;: gun could be brought into the gap, ~he 
Gnemv hac!. Cl:crived. IThr8e Ctr:moured cars followed by APC~o .£:A.s the ~J? 0..1"-

- ~ , ' .,' '" 0-7'8 +;h. rl""),,9''I-,.I._' +11e gap., the Ostlancl ll1.L OJ'I.,"try dlS-L'1.otlred C[)J::::) -C}-:J.. 8Cl 1~(') .ul \; -' \~ ...If...; 0 U , -

" l l'll c',.',. ~VV10 ~,,)I'onD.;ed "(,}tto.ck on each slde of mounted an Ci SVJGFG :i:'orwc.rCt u, _ e: . 

house 2. 

Nov! eC.me tl1e climo.x of the bnttle. ll'ighting stubbo:-nly, the o.i::­
bor11e tT'Q::mE; G.nc1 ,surviving militia stopped. two Panl?-ards In the. g~.p wlth 

- - ' ~~ ',1 ,O' - e ..c'rom~· he:'J.vy mo.chine gun uSlng AP nrmnunltlon . _ J\ .. tIc gr8n:"\.c:GS D.110 .. .l.lJ" 1. ~1. t d 
L3ut the defGJJce wp~s doomed. After 0. long a,ue~ the e~emy mol' nr s core 
0. direct hit on the 1'11ili tin mortar 0 • Now not~llng cou.ld, .. ,,~~oP ,th~ se~ of 
Ostlnnc1 infnntry swarming through and rOUl1d house 2. VVl th ~upportlng 
fire from, AJ?C mcchine gUllS they de~im?-ted th~ t~oop~. ~.efendlng t~e n 
'1)")"rl' er qI~(4 t,..,v "'vo'd beiTlg cut ofr the men In -che pl..Llbox were f orved 
) c. \. , l.. :. .1. ..... .1. L.. ~ - th 
t~ '~vi thcJ.rr.fvv o Ho longer in Q position to fire at the enemy n:::-mour , ~e 
t'Vvo SUI'vi ving 6 pdrs werE:; 1i:nber6d up just a s the order to Wl thdrs.w 
CC.:G.'::18o 



.. - ---,-- -.-_. - ·" £.Ls--tli'e -cill;;l)o i>ne"~i;'o 0]JS" 'pITeQ'-5ln,---of'1iol:tsEi --r-Qfia .. --2;----enem~?"- Iii:i:"'ti"nt:'ry 
poured through the gap. The;v' were mov·Jed (town in Cl cross fire from 
troops v'li thdrL1wing :['rom ench house in CL fierce 1'eo..r guard action in 
which off'icers , drivers, gunners nnd sigIlr~llers took part, often at 
pistol renge 0 l'11e ferocity of this rcnrgw'_rcl action caused such dccmo.go 
-to the enemy' merClle tlwt they VJerG forced t o withd.:cnvv froIn the gClp, 
givinry t~ F N0~al~pd ~r~v~vo~s ~ ch~n~ n to pscane piled into heavily 
O"Te'rl-o':::>""Q'~d-' J:;;:~~ ';~'-' - \'T~::;l" l:"I':;'l··''''-r-'e. ~~~: -~-l/-~ 'J.~'n+;;(","i- ~'l1 d-·t·be· g"-') blocked by v . L.:. t_, vDl!" .... o ~~.J...L • .!. J\..-,~ ..t.. C .. ,,"") t...:,-_L. ....... . u .V1... .... v v L ... _ .... , J._J ~ I.. . .. J.. . . . -

\fIlrecked armoured cnI's etHeL t he troops! morc .. le shnttered in their hour of 
triumph, thf;; Os tlr.'.nders V'J(;Y.'C un:::.blc to give purs'ui t. 

D ' e'"'"'-"t'" J-1-· ",, · , . . -. - 0'0 (anc%- ~·· l·+·~ .., " 60d!. ",,' >b .,' ) tb e~jl-)l c; [., ... 1\" nectV,Y .L001_,es ;;1\.1 0 .L!ll l ul<.L LnG 10 ,_.ll oIne, _e 
enemy 'vvv..s given D_ sev,:;;re m.cl.Uling, nnd by the time he vvas in 0. ];)os i tion 
to o..dvt'.' .. llcefurthor, 0. :Nordlnnd c~rmm.:tred group nnd nnother o.irborne 
bo.ttle group VvGre be~~ring dO\\)Il on the villnge to retake it - which they 
did in 1:1 Inter gC1Jne fm.J.ght o.ga inst Hnlly Lo.ngclon 0 

Many useful lessons WerEJ learned fronl. this gO.me - mostly tcwticnl -
since these rules cover c,ll eventualities and cQnnot easily be improved 
upon. 'The -ITu.lnero.ble unermoured SP o..ntt tanl{ guns ho..ve been scro.ppecL 
The Clirborne troops now use l:Lf.:'.~adJT vdre guic\ed anti tenk missiles cmel 
h elve Cln airborne c.rtillery battery of 75 lIJl1l. howitzers, end both a ir­
borne and militin groups ho.V8 been built up to two f1.J.l1 pl~,-toons, eo.ch 
of three sections of seven men. J..Jooking 0. t things from the other point 
of view, nIl attacking forces nOVif have Clmple supporting fire, rockets 
or mortars, o.:nd they include engineers with weapons to demolish roa d­
block,s and pillboxes. ':[1his go-me proved the success of the armour e nd 
armoured infnntry combirwtion. It is for considerutiol1 "Nhethor troops 
transported into the thick of the bo.ttle by AIJC and supported by i t s 
MG when they disTD.01 ... 11lt need to ht1ve rifles, or whether the ca rbine (sub 
machine gun) wI t.Il its superior firepo\'vsI' at close ranges, might not 
be better. 

Mo.nythcmks to Bil.l Gunson, whose a ccount of t.he battle - from 
t.~le othr:r side of the hill _. VIns of great vnlue in building up 0. com­
plete Jnctur E'_~ 01' tll.c gnme. J3~v8n so, I have wri tton this account o.s 
the erst.while NorcUo.nd comrllcmder. 
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If' you have 1ikeq what you have r "eud in thi8 

enlarged WARGAMER~S NEWSLETTER, why don't you en~ur~ 

that you keep up-to-date with a~~ that is new in the 

wargaming world by ta~1ng put an annual subscription 

to the v/llRGAMER'S NEWSLETTER,? 

1t:1s published monthly by Donald.F4Featherston~ 

fr'OP 69~ H11i1ane, Southampton, EnglfAnd.i and COl3t~ 
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